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Prayer for This Year 
By Margaret Denison Armstrong 


OD give you FAITH this coming year! 
The faith that will not fail in keenest 
test; 
That trusts and sings in midst of fire and 
storm ; 
And dares rely upon His Word and rest. 


God give you HOPE this coming year! 
The hope that through the darkness sees 
afar— 
The purifying hope that fondly waits 
The rising of the Bright and Morning Star. 


God give you LOVE this coming year!.- 
His own great love that burns out for the 


lost ; 
That intercedes, and waits, and suffers 
long — 
That never fails, nor stops to count the 
cost. 


yw 
“Abolish Gloom at Funerals” 


Must funerals be accompanied by sor- 
row? Christian papers are commenting 
on a statement of an association of under- 
takers who have decided to “abolish this 


atmosphere of gloom that pervades” their ~ 


profession. And what is their plan? “To 
hereafter discard black gloves, bleak funeral 
chapels, and somber countenances. . . . We 
must keep pace with the time by conduct- 
ing funeral services so sublimely beautiful 
as to relieve the bereaved of sorrow. 
Richly ornate furniture and beautiful capes- 
tries should supplant the meaningless sim- 
plicity of funeral chapels. Bronze statues 
and rugs of artistic and historic value 
should be upon the floors. Caskets should 
have colors to match the decorated room.” 
And so the bereaved ones will find their 
sorrow done away by beautiful colors and 
surroundings! Thus we have another evi- 
dence of the unthinkable blindness of the 


unsaved world to both the dread fact of 
death and the glorious fact of salvation. 
Those whose hearts are broken by the death 
of a loved one, desolated by the overwhelm- 
ing realization of loss and separation, are 
not going to have their sorrow relieved or 
changed into joy by beautiful tapestries, 
bronze statues, and artistic rugs. Death 
is a sinister fact; it came into the world 
as a result of sin. Death is never a friend, 
always an enemy. Man cannot deal with 
it or do away with it. But God can! He 
does not deal with it by surroundings, but 
by a Saviour. And “our Saviour Jesus 
Christ . . . hath abolished death, and hath 
brought life and immortality to light 
through the Gospel” (2 Tim. 1:10). Until 
death is finally and forever dqne away, 
funerals will be, and ought to be, occasions 
of deep sorrow and sadness, while at the 
same time the sorrowing ones may “re- 
joice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory.” The world cannot understand this, 
but God’s children can. “Thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 


=< 


The Testing 

Testing is intended to be hard and 
thorough. That is the reason for it. Easy 
testing is hardly testing at all. When gold 
is tested, the assayer stops at no limit that 


x 


The Sign of 


HE question as to just what is the 
sign of the second coming of Christ 
has often been discussed. Many 
frankly state that they do not know what 
it is, and that no one knows. Others have 
attempted explanations, btit some of these 
are not based on actual Scripture and 
are therefore not convincing. Do the 
Scriptures contain any intimation as to 
what the sign can be, or what it is? Let 
us see. 

God is clothed with light, ““Who coverest 
thyself with light as with a garment” (Psa. 
104:2). He dwells in light,— “who only 
hath immortality, dwelling in the light 
which no man can approach unto” (1 Tim. 
6:16). And he is light, “God is light, 
and in him is no darkness at all” (1 John 
1:5). Wherever God is, there is light. 
His first creative act was to bring forth 
light. “Let there be light: and there was 
light” (Gen. 1:3). That light was the 
pillar of fire which lighted the camp of 
Israel at night (Exod. 14:20). It filled 
the tabernacle when he manifested his pres- 
ence there among men (Exod. 40: 34, 38); 


might fall short of determining the value 
or inferiority of the metal. So our heavenly 
Father, in his surpassing love for us, his 
perfect knowledge of what we can endure, 
and his longing to bless us by proving 
what we really are in Christ as our Sav- 
iour, Lord, and Life, subjects us to real 
tests —and they would not be real unless 
they were hard and severe. He has told 
us all about this in the Word which is our 
lamp and our light. He pleads with us 
to remember what this present testing 
through which we are passing really means, 
and why he has let it cOme to us. “Be- 
loved, think it not strange concerning the 
fiery trial which is to try you, as though 
some strange thing happened unto you.” 
He asks us to rejoice in it, because “ye 
are partakers of Christ’s sufferings: that, 
when his glory shall be revealed, ye may 
be glad also with exceeding joy” (1 Pet. 
4:12, 13). In other words, it is really 
not strange at all when the Christian is 
tested; it would be strange, we are assured, 
if we were not tested. Yet every new test 
seems strange when it comes. A devoted 
Christian woman was passing through a 
fiery trial in the illness of her beloved hus- 
band. Her brother wrote her a letter of 
comfort, saying: “It’s been a hard, strange 
year, but wonderful times are just ahead. 

. The testing may be hard and strange, 
but the Lord never is.” 


His Coming 


and in Solomon’s temple also, upon the 
mercy seat between the cherubim, he took 
his abode amidst that light (2 Chron, 5: 
7, 8, 14); and later because of their sin 
and disobedience, his presence and the glory 
light were reluctantly withdrawn, not to 
be seen again of men until that wonderful 
night when he is born: “And there were 
in the same country shepherds abiding in 
the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord 
came upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them. ... And suddenly 
there was with the angei a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God” (Luke 2:8, 
9, 13). Was not their first object that of 
worshiping the new born babe? (Heb. 1: 
6.) How exalted was Heaven’s estimate 
of the child born in that lowly manger! 
Later on in the mount that light was mani- 
fest when he “was transfigured before 
them: and his face did shine as the sun, and 
his raiment was white as the light” (Matt. 
17:2). Saul journeying to Damascus, 
“yet breathing out threatenings and slaugh- 
ter” (Acts 9:1) against the disciples and 
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“being exceedingly mad against them” 
(Acts 26:11), was suddenly arrested by 
that light: “At midday, O king, I saw 
in the way a light from heaven, above the 
brightness of the sun, shining round about 
me and them which journeyed with me” 
(26:13). Yes, where God is there is light. 

Now let us turn our attention to the 
conditions on earth at the time of the 
Lord’s appearing, and some of the events 
leading up to it. John writes: “And I 
stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw 
a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven 
heads and ten horns, and upon his horns 
ten crowns” (Rev. 13:1). So also the 
fourth beast of Daniel 7 had these ten 
horns (v. 7). They are explained to be 
ten kings in verse 24 and Revelation 17: 12. 
The beast here mentioned may be the Anti- 
christ who is the head of and controls the 
kings.. When that control is established he 
will turn his attention to world affairs. 
He will take up the Jewish question which 
has vexed the nations throughout the cen- 
turies. They will accept. him as Messiah 
(John 5:43). He will confirm a°covenant 
with them for seven years (Dan. 9:27), 
and will make them a nation again in their 
own land, Palestine,- where in Jerusalem 
the temple will be rebuilt, “the temple of 
God” of 2 Thessalonians 2:4. In the 
midst of the week of seven years, he will 
“cause the sacrifice and the oblation to 
cease” (Dan. 9:27), that is, he will break 
his covenant with them and will come out 
boldly as Satan’s Christ and will sit in 
the temple claiming himself to be God, 
and demanding worship as such (2 Thess. 
a4). 

But some of the Jews refuse to worship 
the Antichrist and rebel against him, They 
will gather in the city of Jerusalem and 
defend themselves there with the utmost 
valor and the Lord also will defend them. 
“In that day shall the Lord defend the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is 
feeble among them at that day shall be 
as David; and the house of David shall be 
as God, as the angel of the Lord before 
them” (Zech. 12:8). So that the Anti- 
christ will not be able to take the city 
at that time, but will turn to the world 
and will attempt to destroy the Jews of the 
whole earth along with every vestige of 
the worship of God. And in doing so he 
will become master of the whole earth 
(Rev. 12:9). He then will return to the 
attack of Jerusalem, bringing the armies 
of all the nations with him (Zech. 14:2). 
This time he will accomplish his purpose 
and take the city amidst indescribable 
scenes, a wild orgy of blood, and rapine, 
and plunder will take place. Thus Satan 
is at the highest pinnacle of his ambitions 
concerning this earth. The whole world is 
under his sway and through his represen- 
tative, the Antichrist, he will be wor- 
shiped by “all that dwell upon the earth 
. . . whose names are not written in the 
book of life of the Lamb” (Rev. 13:8). 
It is at this moment that “the Lord shall 
go forth and fight against the nations” 
(Zech. 14:3). 

Let us now turn to the heavenly condi- 
tions and signs, for it is now that they 
appear. “Immediately after the tribulation 
of those days shall the sun be darkened, 
and the moon shall not give her light, and 
the stars shall fall from heaven, and the 
powers of the heavens shall be shaken” 
(Matt. 24:29). It is at this instant that 
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“the sign” of which I speak will appear in 
Heaven (v. 30). In verse 29, our Lord 
tells us first that the sun shall be darkened. 
The soldiers of the nations are in the 
houses on their dreadful errand of ravag- 
ing and rifling when this occurs. In the 
dark that follows they will no longer be 
able to see to carry out that mission and 
they will rush out into the streets, to see 
what has happened. As they gaze up in 
the sky, the moon and stars are still shin- 
ing brightly, but suddenly the color of the 
moon is changed to blood (Acts 2:20) and 
then its light is gone. Then, “the earth 
shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and 
shall be removed like a cottage” (Isa. 24: 
20), for it is in “that day, that the Lord 
shall punish the hosts of the high ones 
that are on high, and the kings of the 
earth upon the earth” (v. 21). “The stars 
shall fall from heaven” (Matt. 24: 29) 
and shall cease shining (Isa. 13:10; Joel 
3:15; Amos 5:18, 20; Zeph. 1:15). And 
there will be blac: darkness over all the 
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pty What could be more fitting than 
this 

Lucifer uttered-that boastful cry, “I will 
be like the most High” (Isa. 14:14) and 
became Satan. It is an interesting study 
to see how near he came to attaining that 
exalted position. You will find that he be- 
came in all things exactly the opposite. If 
God is love, he is hate. Is God light? 
He is darkness. His power is that of 
darkness (Luke 22:53). He rules the 
“darkness of this world” (Eph. 6:12). 
When delivered from his power, we are 
delivered from darkness into God’s marvel- 
ous light (1 Pet. 2:9). Hell, his eternal 
abode, is one of darkness, “outer darkness” 
(Matt. 22:13); “blackness of darkness” 
(Jude 13). One of the deepest punish- 
ments of the lost is to dwell with the 
Devil in that place of the blackness of 
darkness “forever.” 

And so, as in that other moment of 
Satan’s apparent triumph, when “there was 


(Continued on page 46) 














NoTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














Did Christ Say His Body 
Was “Broken” for Us? 


Our pastor thought you might be inter- 
ested in the enclosed comments on “His 
broken body.” Sincere Bible students drop 
this expression at once when the real Scrip- 
ture is brought to their attention—A New 
Jersey reader. 


The comments enclosed with this letter 
are as follows: 


“His broken body.” Because this un- 
scriptural expression is so widely used by 
Christians, especially the clergy, some may 
regard this as a controversial question. It 
really is not open to question. In the ex- 
quisite accuracy of Scripture it is not only 
avoided but we are told why. The un- 
fortunate use of “broken” as applied to the 
body of our Lord arises from its unjustified 
insertion, in the King James Version only, 
of 1 Corinthians 11:24, and from the as- 
sumption that if the breaking of bread pre- 
vious to eating it is necessary in the type 
it must be in the antitype, and moreover the 
nailing and spear-thrust did break his flesh. 

However, the Revised Version of 1 Cor- 
inthians 11:24 and both the Authorized 
and Revised Versions of Matthew 26: 26, 
Mark 14: 22, Luke 22: 19, and all the ref- 
erences in the original, carefully avoid 
“broken.” And how the Lord could have 
omitted that expression in John 6: 23-58 
in a4 many-sided discussion covering every 
phase is a marvel unexplainable except that 
it was plainly deliberate. Why? 

“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world” (John 1: 29). 
“Your lamb shall be without blemish .. . 
neither shall ye break a bone thereof” 
(Exod. 12:5, 46), In John 19: 31-37 we 
are shown how the Lord was pierced that 
he might not be broken, and John quotes 
from Psalm 34:20: ‘He keepeth all his 
bones: not one of them is broken.” 

All the power of Satan could not break 
either the body, soul, or spirit of our Lord 
Jesus Christ nineteen centuries ago, but if 
he can trap well-meaning Christians into 
spreading that idea before Satan’s own 
power is finally broken. by the perfect God- 
Man, he will feel partly avenged (John 
12: 31-33; Heb. 2:14). 


This brief statement on the question 
whether our Lord ever spoke of his body 
as “broken” is iNtminating and convincing. 
It is true that the King James or Author- 


ized Version of 1 Corinthians 11:24 gives 
the English translation of our Lord’s words 
as, “this is my body, which is broken for 
you.” The American Standard Version, 
or Revision, translates this, “This is my 
body, which is for you,” following the 
oldest Greek manuscripts of the New Tes- 
tament. The valuable and conservative 
Commentary of Jamieson, Fausset and 
Brown notes that the oldest manuscripts 
omit the word “broken,” and that “two 
old versions, Memphitic and Thebiac, read 
from Luke, ‘given.’” The reference to 
Luke is 22: 19, where our Lord said: “This 
is my body which is given for you.” The 
Scofield Reference Bible follows the Re- 
vised Version by giving, in the margin of 
1 Corinthians 11: 24, “is for you,” and omits 
the word “broken.” 

As the pastor quoted above notes, our 
Lord’s long discourse in John 6, on him- 
self as “the bread of God” and “the bread 
of life,” and “the bread which cometh down 
from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, 
and not die,” nowhere uses the word 
“broken” in connection with that precious, 
eternal bread, although he discourses fully 
and in great detail concerning this bread 
and says: “I am the living bread which 
came down from heaven: if any man eat 
of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the 
bread that I will give is my flesh, which 
I will give for the life of the world” (v. 
51). 

Most impressive and conclusive of all is 
the detailed historical record of inspired 
and infallible Scripture in John 19: 31-37, 
where we read that the Roman soldiers, fol- 
lowing the custom of crucifixion, came to 
the three crosses at Golgotha “and brake 
the legs of the first, and of the other which 
was crucified with him. But when they 
came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead 
already, they brake not his legs: but one 
of the soldiers with a spear pierced his 
side. ... For these things were done, that 
the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of 
him shall not be broken.” 
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Do the Chinese classics offer any solution 


The Old Confucian Scholar and the Sin Question 
By William H. Chisholm, M.D., F.A.C.S. 














the hospital from Sa San Myen. 
Please take a look at him.” 

The patient was desperately sick, near 
death, and running a high fever. He cer- 
tainly was in need of immediate attention. 

“He seems to have an involvement of 
the mastoid process, and had better be 
operated on at once,” we all agreed. 

One would naturally surmise, in seeing 
the boy and knowing that he had been in 
this condition for days, that his parents had 
been negligent and indifferent in seeking 
relief for him. But such was not the case. 

True it was that they had had no access 
to proper medical attention where they 
lived. Neither were they aware that medi- 
cal or surgical help was needed. 

“Four sorcerers or sorceresses were 
called to their home, and for as many days 
carried on their enchantments and divina- 
tions in an effort to seize the offending 
spirit causing this sickness,” a friend kindly 
informed us. 


“HH ite is a lad just brought in to 


After Four Tragic Failures 

“Tn such cases as this,” he continued, “a 
sorcerer or sorceress, one expert in seizing 
fiendish spirits causing sickness, is apt to 
be consulted. He comes to the home, 
carries on his enchantments, and if he is 
fortunate succeeds in catching the spirit. 
If unsuccessful, another of his kind may be 
called who may have better success than 
he. If he, too, fails in apprehending the 
spirit, the family, providing they are able 
to stand the expense, may still call in a 
third sorcerer or as many as their financial 
condition will allow. If all their efforts 
are unavailing, the patient will not re- 
cover.” 

This boy came from a locality that had 
been under the powerful influence, of 
Teacher Ahn. 

It interested us to know just how the 
boy’s family came to hear of the mission 
hospital and bring their son under our care. 

It came about in this way. We had been 
driving through that locality one Sunday, 
visiting a church started through the hos- 
pital work, when Mr. Kim, our hospital 
evangelist, suddenly remarked: 

“Do you see the schoolhouse yonder?” 

“Yes,” I replied. 

“Teacher Ahn is in charge of the work 
in that school. He is the greatest Con- 
fucian scholar in the whole country.” 

“Ts he a Christian, Kim?” I asked. 

“Oh, no,” he replied. “He not only 
is a non-Christian, but he is very anti- 
foreign. I once went through this region, 
and stopped with the Teacher. He is so 
much against anything that has to do with 
the foreigners that he will not even burn 
kerosene in his lamp; he uses castor oil. 
Teacher Ahn has had such a powerful 
influence throughout this part of the coun- 
try that very many of the people here can 
read the Chinese.” 

“Next Sunday, Kim, suppose we bring 
our hospital secretary and suggest to him 


Here is another of Dr. Chisholm’s 
vivid, true stories, the third in his 
series of articles from his experience 
as a medical missionary. The setting 
is Korean, and Chinese literature 
plays an important part in it. But 
with a very few changes it might easily 
be placed in any other civilized coun- 
try, for it pictures physical suffering, 
human pride, and the burden of sin, 
all of which are universal. English 
literature, as well as Chinese, still stirs 
up in the human heart longings it can- 
not satisfy, and it is doing this every 
day in our colleges and universities. 
And the classics, as such, offer no cure 
for the terrible plague of sin, which 
gnaws at men’s hearts and consciences 
until some are driven to suicide. A 
few of the people in this story found 
peace with God through Christ, but 
there was one who would not have it. 








that he spend the day preaching in this 
neighborhood,” I remarked, 

Kim agreed to the suggestion. Our hos- 
pital secretary was also a great student of 
the Chinese classics. 

As a result of the visit of our secretary, 
Mr. Han, a Gospel work was started in that 
part of the country, and it was natural 
enough that the parents of this sick boy 
who lived in the neighborhood, after hav- 
ing exhausted every other means in their 
effort to seek relief for their son, as a last 
resort should consider bringing him to our 
hospital. 

“Your son must have an immediate op- 
eration,” were not very welcome words to 
them, especially when the boy was so badly 
off that no recovery could be guaranteed. 
However, they had tried everything. else 
that they knew, and the boy had gone from 
bad to worse, so they gave their consent. 
The Boy’s Desperate Condition 

From the surgical standpoint this was a 
most peculiar case. The mastoid process 
did show some involvement, but it seemed 
to us that it did not reveal enough path- 
olgy to account for the symptoms the boy 
was manifesting. 

We finally went back behind the mastoid 
process and attempted to uncover a large 
blood viaduct called the lateral sinus. As 
we did so we found a massive involvement. 
Here a most unusual condition revealed the 
seat of the boy’s trouble. It was neces- 
sary to go down into the neck and isolate, 
ligate, and sever the internal jugular vein, 
for fear that the infection, having been 
stirred up, might enter into the general 
circulation. We were glad that in this case 
we had the necessary equipment. 

Our boy was just alive, and that was 
about all when we finished. He was put 
back to bed and cared for. He continued 
to do nicely, and we are glad to say he 
went right on and made an excellent re- 
covery. 

Finally the boy left the hospital and 
went home, and the next thing of impor- 


tance that happened in that family was a 
huge bonfire! Four cartloads of fetishes 
connected with their spirit worship were 
carried out and burned. A number, if not 
all, in the family came into the church. 

This church had been started not be- 
cause of Teacher Ahn’s influence, but in 
spite of it, and very largely as a result 
of the definite conversion of Teacher Ahn’s 
star student, a graduate under him in the 
Chinese classics. 

This graduate was a stalwart young man, 
of strong personality, and of great influence 
in that whole part of the country. He was 
the joy and pride of the old teacher. His 
name is Mr. Tyung. 

“How in the world did such a dyed-in- 
the-wool Confucianist as you were ever 
become a Christian, anyway? What in- 
fluences were used to reveal Christ to you?” 
I asked Mr. Tyung one day, as he came to 
our city. 

“That is strange,” he replied, “but do 
you remember the day when you were driv- 
ing through our section of the country and 
dropped off your hospital secretary to 
preach in our neighborhood?” he asked. 

“Yes, I remember that very distinctly,” 
I replied. 


Confucius Has No Word about Sin 


“Well,” he went on, “I was greatly sur- 
prised, in fact, amazed to find a man so 
well versed in the Chinese classics as your 
hospital secretary a Christian. I had sup- 
posed that the Christians were all very 
ignorant people. But,” he continued, “I 
certainly was mistaken in regard to that 
man. From him and from others who 
followed I heard the Gospel message. The 
men who preached to us spoke so much 
about sin. It all sounded very silly to me. 
I knew nothing of sin. I had kept out of 
jail, and thought as long as I had been 
that successful, I certainly was all right.” 

“Go ahead, Tyung, I want to hear all of 
this.” 

“You know,” he went on, “that there is 
nothing in the Chinese classics about sin. 
I know the classics from beginning to end.” 

Here was no superficial student of the 
ancient Confucian classics, but one who had 
enjoyed a most unusual privilege of study- 
ing them thoroughly under an outstanding 
scholar. He also was the joy and pride of 
the old teacher’s heart. Teacher Ahn 
seemed to feel that his work had not been 
in vain when the finished product v.as rep- 
resented in such a man as Mr. Tyung. 

“Yes, I was well satisfied with myself. 
But from your secretary Mr. Han and the 
men who followed him, I heard messages 
from the Bible. I was hearing constantly 
about sin. While for some time it all 
seemed silly, yet as I continued to listen 
I began to grow uncomfortable. I saw 
myself in a new light. While previously I 
had been so self-satisfied, now I began to 
realize that there was something wrong. 


__At last my conscience was awakened. I 








44 * 


was a sinner. There were things in my life 
that were not right.” 

“But what could I do?” he went on. 
“There certainly was nothing in the Chi- 
nese classics telling me how to get rid of 
sin. I know them from beginning to end, 
and there is nothing at all to help. Then 
I saw the secret,’ he went on earnestly. 
“As I look back I can see that the Holy 
Spirit was working. While at last I saw 
myself a sinner, undone, by faith I saw the 
Son of God, Jesus Christ, taking my place 
on the cross, bearing my sin. I could not 
explain it, but I knew that something had 
taken place in my life, a great transaction 
had occurred, my sense of sin and guilt was 
gone, and while I cannot explain it even 
now, I know I passed from death unto 
life.” 

Yes, that is just what happened; there 
could be no doubt about it as I listened 
that afternoon to Mr. Tyung, the man 
versed in Chinese classics. He spoke with 
all authority, not with the wisdom of those 
classics but in terms of that hidden wis- 
dom, which none of the princes of this 
world knew. He was speaking now not 
the words of man’s wisdom, but of the 
things of the Spirit of God. 

Mr. Tyung had truly found the Lord. 
Neither did he hide his light under a 
bushel. He began speaking to others. 
Largely through his influence a church was 
established on the property adjoining 
Teacher. Ahn’s school. The neighbors and 
their children were gathered into the build- 
ing, Tyung began studying the Bible with 
the same earnestness that apparently had 
characterized his efforts in the classics. 
He became leader in the group, ministering 
to those who gathered at the church of the 
things * that the Word contained. Soon 
the way was opened for him to give more 
timé to preaching in adjacent neighbor- 
hoods. Nearly every night of the week he 
would go to a different locality, teaching 
the Word of God which he himself was 
studying so diligently. His standing in the 
Chinese classics gave him great influence 
throughout that whole part of the country 
and afforded him a good hearing, as he 
told the people of the wisdom he had 
learned which far surpassed even the best 
in the classics. : 

In the meantime he took’ advantage of all 
the courses in the Bible Institute that he 
could. His church had to be enlarged. 
Now he is in line for attendance at the 
theological seminary, and if the Lord tar- 


ries, he will soon be a minister in the 
church. 
But what about Teacher Ahn? Did he 


not hear the Gospel? 

Yes, he has heard it many times, but as 
yet he has rejected it. While out in that 
neighborhood one Sunday we accidentally 
met him. 

“You all should follow Confucius,” was 
his reply as we tried to discuss the Gos- 
pel with him. 

“How do you deal with sin, under Con- 
fucianism, Professor?” we inquired. 

“Sin! I don’t have any sin,” he roared. 
“I’m a good man, never sinned in my life. 
Of course all these rascals throughout the 
country, the common herd, have sinned,” 
he admitted, “but I haven’t,” he went on in 
his conceit. 

“Well, Professor, you admit that all these 
‘rascals’ around the country have sinned, 
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Now that you are their teacher and leader, 
how do you tell them to get rid of their 
sins?” we asked. 

“Tell them to stop it, and that settles 
it,” he replied sharply. 

“But, Professor, does that settle sin?” 
we persisted. “Here is a man who has 
committed a half dozen murders. He goes 
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to the police station, confesses the fact, but 
assures the police he has decided to ‘stop 
it,’ does that settle the question?” 

“Well, I have given Mr. Tyung to the 
Christian-cause. Think I have made con- 
tribution enough to Christianity,” he re- 
marked, and walked off. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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After illness closed one door and 
other doors were opened 








Lesson For Teaching 
By Ruth C. Meusdorfer 














FTER a number of years of teach- 
ing experience, I have found the fol- 
lowing plan useful in the preparation of 
the lesson. For years I taught Inter- 
mediate girls, until illness made it neces- 
sary for me to give up regular teaching. 
However, for nearly four years I have had 
the privilege of teaching a Wednesday 
Noon Bible Class in the office where I am 
employed. This class started at the re- 
quest of the girls themselves. We meet 
for half an hour and have an average at- 
tendance of fourteen to sixteen. We have 
studied the Gospel of John, The Acts, 
The Epistle to the Romans, Hebrews, 
First and Second Peter, James, and are 
now studying the Book of Isaiah. I have 
received great blessing from this. 
Another line of service that has opened 
up in recent years is helping some who 
are just beginning to teach and need a 
bit of assistance. A few years ago, a 
young girl whom I knew met me on the 
street and asked if I would help her. She 
was taking a class of Junior boys, and had 
had no experience and only a limited Bible 
knowledge. She worked in a cafeteria, and 
did not get home until eighty-thirty o’clock 
evenings, yet was anxious to give some 
time one evening a week to learn to know 
the Bible and how to teach it. So, for 
over a year she came to my home regularly. 
I mention this because, just three years 
ago, God called her Home very suddenly 
and I have been so glad that he ever gave 
me the privilege of having even a small 
part in helping her know his Word. God 
sometimes shuts the door to one kind of 
service, but he always opens another. 


Pray Before Starting My Preparation. 
—That is the first thing I do, for I know 
that much depends on this. 

Then I read the lesson from the Bible, 
slowly and thoughtfully, recalling to mind 
other passages of Scripture that bear on the 
same subject and which may be used in 
connection with the lesson. I do this be- 
fore using lesson helps of any kind. 

Then I read any helps I am planning 
to use, making notes of such material as 
may be wanted, in addition to the Scrip- 
ture references. Having done this, I go 
ahead, with prayer, and prepare my own 
lesson. The lesson is divided into three 
parts: 

First, the Point of Contact or Introduc- 
tion.—To get started, I use an illustration 
that applies to the lesson, or give a short 
review of the previous week’s lesson. Some- 
times I use another Bible incident which 


helps to bring attention to the lesson of 
the day. I try to vary the beginnings. 

Second, the Lesson Proper.—When pos- 
sible we read the lesson in class. This 
centers the mind of the pupil on the Bible. 
Then I teach the lesson, having pupils 
read verses that apply, as we go along. 
The more they use their Bibles, the better 
they will learn to know and love them and 
the easier it is to hold their attention. I 
have learned this by experience. I ask 
questions and allow the class to ask them, 
too. If I cannot answer a question at once, 
I say so, and tell them we shall take it up 
the following Sunday: Thus there is time 
to find the answer. 

Third, the Conclusion.—This is the prac- 
tical application of the lesson to the life 
of the individual. I believe that Sunday 
school teaching has three vitally important 
purposes: 

(1) To bring the pupil to a knowledge 
of Christ as his Saviour and Lord. I 
have learned the vital importance of bring- 
ing Christ into every lesson. 

(2) To develop in the pupil a knowledge 
of the Bible and how to use it, for then 
he will learn to love it. 

(3) To give him an incentive and prep- 
aration for service. 

We always start our class session with 
prayer, either by myself or one of the class 
members. Essential as prayer is in the 
beginning of my own preparation, just so 
essential it is at the beginning of the les- 
son. I have found that the success or 
failure of a lesson depends much on this. 
Prayer brings a spirit.of reverence to the 
class and a quietness that can be secured 
in no other way, and the Holy Spirit pre- 
pares both teacher and class for the lesson. 

I have found it necessary to learn not to 
be discouraged (specially with children and 
young people) if they are inattentive at 
times. If we have prepared and given our 
lesson in the spirit of prayer, something 
will sink in and may bear fruit much later. 
Our task is to sow the seed and leave the 
harvest to the Lord. He has promised to 
bless his Word when faithfully taught and 
his promises never fail. 

Burrato, N. Y. 

vg 


If your anxiety makes you pray, and my 
composure makes me careless, you have 
certainly the best of it. However, the ark 
is fixed upon an immovable foundation; 
and if we think we see it totter, it is owing . 
to @ swimming in our heads—John New- 
ton. 
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Was there any way of getting out? 


Patsy's Dark Lane 











By Evelyn M. McClusky 











RS. ALLEN returned from her 
M neighbor’s where she had left a 

lemon pie. Her face beamed with 
the praise she had received and with the 
joy of having surprised and pleased her 
neighbor. 

“People don’t generally act kindly no 
more, seems like,’ Mrs. Miller had said, 
“And I can’t remember when folks have 
done such an old-fashioned, friendly thing 
as this —and me,so new in the neighbor- 
hood. I never’d dreamed it. You with 
your big house and two cars, and me just 
a poor woman with a granddaughter to get 
through high school. Seems like they 
have more temptations ’n’ I uster have. 
Some folks say I shoulda gone to college 
so I’d know what to do with Luella, but 
I just pray more. What.do you do, Mrs. 
Allen?” 

Mrs. Allen had tried to laugh at the 
idea of high school youngsters having 
temptations. “Don’t you worry, Mrs. Mil- 
ler! They’re free and easy, but they'll get 
through. I have a junior and senior, and 
this year Patsy is a freshman. Frank is 
only nine, so he’s no problem either.” 

“Maybe not, but my Luella is out some 
place now, and it worries me to know 
how strict or how easy to be on her. She 
sneaks out and thinks I don’t know. Does 
your Patsy stay in easy?” 


Mrs. Allen’s smile of satisfaction faded 
a bit when she surveyed her family there 
in the living room. ‘“Where’s Patsy?” she 
asked from the doorway as she threw back 
her coat. 

_Mr. Allen grunted from behind his stock 
exchange report. “Uh, what's ’at?” 

“Where’s Patsy?” repeated the mother. 

Son Bill continued his sketching, but 
said, “Oh, she’s gone out.” 

“Out!” exclaimed Mother. “Where?” 

The languid and lovely senior spoke re- 
provingly: “Out of the room, Mother. 
Will you people please let me study, or 
shall I have to turn the heat on in my 
bedroom ?” 

Frank looked up from his stamp col- 
lection by the hearth: ‘“Nell’s crabby to- 
night! I don’t blame Pat for shelling 
out.” 

“What’s ’at?” replied Father, actually 
lowering his paper. “What’s the trouble?” 

“Where 1s Patsy?” demanded his wife. 

A chorus informed her that they did 
not know. 

For the first time in her life Mrs. Allen 
had a nervous apprehension regarding her 
precocious Patsy. She was too smart for 
her years, too silent. What—? 

Mrs. Allen rushed upstairs. Patsy’s 
door was open, and the cold silver of a 
moon made a path across the foot of her 
bed, and there hung her school clothes, 
but the mother was suddenly afraid to enter 
the room. 

As she hesitated, a sob came from Patsy’s 


Here is a Miracle Book Club story. 
Mrs. McClusky is the International 
Director of this simple but effective 
organization that is sweeping through 
North America and around the world. 
Readers of the Times will recall her 
stories in earlier issues, “A Ruby 
Rescued from a City Dump,” “The 
Sailor in the Stage,” and “The Red 
Lunch Box.” 


Another story by Mrs. McClusky, 
“Deo You Believe It?” will appear in 
an early issue of the Times, and also 
an article telling of the latest blessings 
and results of Miracle Book Club work. 








bed, then another, cut short by a pillow 
stuffed into her face. 


“Oh, Patsy! You’ve—you’ve gone to 
bed, haven’t you?” 
“V-es Pe 


“And you're crying! 
must be sick! You didn’t kiss me good- 
night. Are you ill, darling? I'll turn on 
your light and see what —” 

“Don’t turn on the light! Come in and 
kiss me good night, but don’t turn on the 
light. I’m all right. No-t sick at all.” 

“But you are! You can’t talk for sobs. 


Oh, Patsy! You 


You must be sick or in trouble! Tell 
me about it!” 
“Think. nothing of it, Mother. I often 


cry myself to sleep.” 

“But, Patsy! You’re so young, and you’re 
in a happy family. You have everything 
to make a girl happy!” 

“You’re wrong! I’ve looked down the 
lane, and it’s dark. I’m not happy, and 
I’m not in a happy family. Ill grant we 
are clever and ‘good-looking,’ and Dad has 
as good a job as any of our friends; but 
he’s unhappy, too, and Bill doesn’t see any 
future either. Nell’s beautiful, but impos- 
sible —” 

“But, Patsy!” 

“Don’t ‘but? me, Mother. The trouble 
is, you're so naive, you don’t know that 





Conference leaders will be glad to 
know that Mrs. McClusky, Interna- 
tional Director of The Miracle Book 
Club, whose work in personal evan- 
gelism and Bible teaching among 
young people has been so greatly 
blessed in recent years on the Pacific 
Coast, will be available for confer- 
ences in the East during the summer 
of 1938. Mr. and Mrs, L. L. Legters 
are planning to bring Mrs. McClusky 
with them when they return from the 
West Coast in the spring, and she is 
already scheduled for several summer 
conferences, including Keswick, New 
Jersey. Those who would secure her 
ministry in this way should write 
promptly to Mrs. E. M. McClusky, 
1423 Bissell Avenue, Richmond, Calif. 














the world’s social and economic system is 
in a mess. No! I tell you I’ve looked 
down the land and it’s pArK, and I don’t 
want to travel it.” 

“Oh, my baby girl!” Mrs, Allen put 
her cheek down beside her little high school 
freshman. Suddenly she exclaimed, “Why, 
Patsy, your pillow is literally soaked! You 
mustn’t have such a morbid attitude!” 

“It’s not morbid. A whole bunch at 
school feel the same way. We've talked 
about it for weeks, and can’t find any 
way to-—” Patsy was abruptly silent. 

“To what, Patsy?” 

“Well, since you insist, I’ll tell you; but 
I’m sorry you discovered my crying. I’ve 
tried to protect you from such things. 
Your generation had its outlook, ours has 
none. Only an ostrich puts his head in 
the sand and is blind to world affairs. An 
ostrich and mothers of yesterday.” 

Suddenly Mrs. Allen felt stifled. She 
sobbed out: “Oh, Patsy! You must have 
come to some awful accident. Tell me! 
You know Mother will help you.” 

“I’ve looked down the lane and want 
to skip it. But even in a long chance, 
suppose I’d live as you did as a girl, I’d 
never be popular. But—on a long chance, 
suppose I’d have beaux, I'd never marry!” 

“Why, Patsy?” 


“Marry! In such a time as this? And 
never know when the stock market will 
drop? Not much! But suppose I did, 
and strikes and strife kept away from our 
door, I’d never have children. No, I'd 
never bring them into this world! I'd not 
be so cruel. No, I want to get out, but 
don’t know how —” Patsy sat up and gath- 
ered her trembling mother close. “Now, 
now, Mother, don’t be so upset! I’ve tried 
to keep this from you. Stacks of us spend 
most of our recesses figuring, but never 
get anywhere. Do you know the way out?” 

Patsy pushed her mother at arms’ length 
and looked at her in the moonlight. “Do 
you know how to help me?” 

For answer, Mrs. Allen burst into sobs 
and left the room. 

God sent her across the street to sur- 
prise her new neighbor again. “Oh, Mrs. 
Miller! Mrs. Miller!” 

“There, there!” comforted the grand- 
mother, taking the college woman in her 
arms. “Tell me all about it.” 

When the story had tumbled out, Mrs. 
Miller said: “Now look here. What you 
and Patsy need is Christ, then when you 
look down the lane you'll see him. 

“This very night Luella brought this 
little folder from the library, where she 
was studying while I was wondering. A 
girl gave it to her and said: ‘If you'll 
come to Miracle Book Club you'll get your 
balance in this crooked and dizzy world. 
We have regular Bible study that makes 
us victorious in the midst of temptations. 
Our motto is Romans 8:37.’ My Luella 
is going. She can take Patsy with her.” 

Next day a brown-eyed Patsy sat in 
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a Miracle Book Club. After class she was 
saved. That was in March, 1936. Next 
week she brought friends, each week an- 
other, and last summer she met the Inter- 
national Director of MBC and said, with 
a smile, something which she little dreamed 
would be significant, but, because her 
mother had reported the moonlight of sobs, 
it was blessed to hear Patsy say: “Oh, 
I love you for having MBC! Id _ never 
gone to church or Sunday school and I 
didn’t know of Christ, but now he is more 
precious than I can tell you or tell him. 
But —,” her voice was hushed, “I don’t 
know why I’m not able to prove it better. 
I really can’t count more than thirty I’ve 
been able to introduce to their Saviour, and 
think of the hundreds in my high school. 
It’s so glorious to look down the lane of 
this little life, and see HIM waiting for me, 
that I don’t see why I can’t mention it 
better.” 
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“Patsy, we are not to count numbers. 
God keeps the books. Some people have 
to wait years and years to know that they 
have been used of the Lord in winning 
one soul to him. Our business is to love 
our Lord, and to live with Christ in us, 
glorifying him in word and life, and then 
be ready to state clearly how Christ saves 
and keeps us from the power of the Evil 
One moment by moment. If we give a 
clear testimony, God will see that belief 
in him shall follow. We would become 
puffed up if friends always believed each 
time we spoke of Christ. We have the 
treasure of his Spirit in clay vessels, Patsy, 
that the excellency may be of God and not 
of us. But let us fervently pray that he 
shall use us to win many!” 

“I do pray,” said Patsy, “and I can 
hardiy wait for school to open so I can 
invite more to come to Miracle Book Club.” 

RicHMonpD, CALIF. 











Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 

















Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postag is 1 a 





Dear Mother Ruth: Each week I look for- 
ward to my Sunday School Times, to see if 
you have an article in it, for I always find 
something real helpful in your discussions. 

I have been a professing Christian for some 
time, and yet I do not seem to possess what 
I profess, and the joy that other Christians 
seem to have is lacking in my life. I have a 
longing in my heart for a peace and satisfac- 
tion which I do not have, and which I do not 
seem able to get. I enjoy good Christian con- 
ferences, good reading of magazines such as 
The Sunday School Times, and many others. 

I do want my life to speak for Christ, but 
I am easily provoked and say and do things 
I know I should not say and do, and which 
I do not want to do. I get so discouraged and 
blue, and often feel like giving up, for I do 
mot feel my life is a help to anyone. I have 
even stayed away from church because of 
lack of satisfaction with my life. 

It’s hard to find a pastor to whom ome can 
go for help; I can’t to mine. 

I do try to live and be what I should. I 
don’t dance, play cards, or attend the movies, 
but I do attend lodge. I have been told by a 
Christian friend that I should not even do that, 
but it’s natural, I feel, for one to desire the 
friendship of others, and in this lodge I see 
no harm in attending. 

Kindly tell me what I must do to possess 
what I so much desire, and how to live a life 
that absolutely will influence others for good. 
Will look forward to your answer and will en- 
deavor to do as you suggest. 


M* DEAR GIRL: As I read over 
your letter I am reminded of a leaf- 
let which Dr. Trumbull has written, called 
“The Life That Wins,” and I want you to 
read it. It begins: “There is only one 
life that wins; and that is the life of Jesus 
Christ. Every man may have that life; 
every man may live that life.” He goes 
on to say: “I do not mean that every man 
may be Christlike; I mean something very 
much better than that. I do not mean 
that a man may always have Christ’s help; 


I mean something better than that. I do 
not mean that a man may have power from 
Christ ; I mean something very much better 
than power. And I do not mean that a 
man shall be merely saved from his sins 
and kept from sinning; I mean something 
better than even that victory.” Will you 
send to THE SuNnpay ScHoo, Times and 
get this little leaflet? The price is 2 cents 
each, or 20 cents a dozen. 

You see you need just the Lord Jesus 
Christ! And the beauty of it is that his 
love is so free and so easily attained. He 
gave himself so that you and I might live 
this life of Jesus Christ, and be able to 
forget self! Do you remember that Paul 
said: “To me to live is Christ”? This 
is the life for which you are yearning, and 
you need to take him, and to get your eyes 
off of yourself, and not to weigh all the 
deeds of your body, but to be so filled with 
him that you will be enabled to enjoy what 
he wants to be to you. 

I wonder how much you are “feeding on 
him”? In Jeremiah 15:16 I read, “Thy 
words were found, and I did eat them; and 
thy word was unto me the joy and rejoic- 
ing of mine heart.” Are you feeding on 
him through his Word? Dr. Gray once 
said, “There is a great difference between 
‘finding’ the Word of God and ‘eating’ it, 
and it is the man who eats it who gets 
the benefit out of it. Eating makes diges- 
tion and assimilation possible, and when 
these functions are normal in their working, 
the result is health and strength and all the 
usefulness and joy of living.” 

Questions regarding the lodge and all 
other social life will soon be settled when 
you are filled with his Word and with 
him, and when you are living the life that 
gives the joy and wisdom of Christ him- 
self. In Philippians 2:5 you are told to 
“let this mind be in you, which was also 
in Christ jesus,” and when you have his 
mind, all these other things will fade away 
into nothingness. 

Never mind the pastor who cannot help 
and does not understand ; you have a greater 
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than mere man to whom you may go— 
you have Christ himself. And that means 
you can draw from the Living Water. 
There is no limit to the life which is hid 
within, and as you feed your soul with 
the Word of God, you will revel in the 
glory of “Christ in you,” and the inexpress- 
ible depths into which he wiil lead you. 
Take Romans 12:1, 2, and be so trans- 
formed that you will never again live unto 
yourself! Send to the Bible Institute Col- 
portage Association, 843 N. Wells Street, 
Chicago, and get the leaflet, “How to Eat 
the Word,” by Dr. James M. Gray; and 
follow its teaching, and you will be another 
girl in your experience. 


we 


The Sign of His Coming 
(Continued from the second page) 


a darkness over all the earth” (Luke 23: 
44), “then shall appear the sign of the Son 
of man in heaven” (Matt. 24:30). What 
is that sign? Surely mere analogy would 
suggest that it would be light. How could 
it be anything else when he who is light 
is about to appear? We are not left to 
our own speculations as to what it is, for 
his own declaration is, “For as the light- 
ning cometh out of the east, and shineth 
even unto the west; so shall also the com- 
ing of the Son of man be” (Matt. 24: 27). 
Even so, as the lightning —so the coming 
is positive and final. The sign is light. 

Now we have the picture. After those 
fearful “wonders in heaven above, and signs 
in the earth beneath” (Acts 2:19) all men 
stand gazing into Heaven. Then suddenly 
a beam of light appears “above the bright- 
ness of the sun” (Acts 26:13), as bright 
as the lightning shining from Heaven to 
earth, and a brilliant path through the 
dense darkness is opened from earth to the 
very throne of God itself and men shall, 
as Stephen, “‘see the heavens opened” (Acts 
7:56), and Jesus, no longer standing but 
“sitting on the right hand of power, and 
coming in the clouds of heaven” (Matt. 
26:64). Then ht rises from the throne 
and gathers his redeemed about him, for, 
“when Christ, who is our life, shall appear, 
then shall ye also appear with him in glory” 
(Col. 3:4) and “all the holy angels” 
(Matt. 25:31). He and the hosts of 
Heaven, with all the glory of it, will come 
down that shining glorious path in the 
sight of all men, for “every eye shall see 
him” (Rev. 1:7). Heaven will have 
emptied itself of all its creatures and all 
its glory and accompany him down to this 
earth. Not now meck and lowly (Matt. 
II: 29), not now having no form, no come- 
liness, and “no beauty that we should de- 
sire him” (Isa. 53:2), but as the glorious 
and mighty King of kings and Lord of 
lords in all his beauty (Rev. 19: 16), 
forming the greatest, the most magnificent 
spectacle the world has witnessed. No 
wonder he calls it “great glory’ (Matt. 
24:30). This then it would seem, is the 
sign, and this, the great glory. 


Dow’t you want a handy binder in which 
to keep your copies of THe Sunpay 
Scuoot Trwes? Send in five Get Ac- 
quainted subscriptions (25 cents each, for 
10 weeks) and the binder ts yours (price 
of the binder, $1.25 postpaid). 
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LESSON 5. JANUARY 30. MINISTERING TO SPIRITUAL NEEDS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 2: 1-12 
Golden Text.—Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.— Mark 2:56 














Kine James VERSION 

Mark 2:1 And again he entered into Capernaum after some 
days; and it was noised that he was in the house. 

2 And straightway many: were gathered together, insomuch that 
there was no room to receive them, no, not so much as about the 
door: and he preached the word unto them, 

3 And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, which 
was borne of four. 

4 And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, 
they uncovered the roof where he was: and when they had broken 
it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay. 

5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, 
Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. 

6 But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and reason- 
ing in their hearts, , 

7 Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive 
sins but God only? 

8 And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they 
so reasoned within themselves, he said unto them, Why reason ye 
these things in your hearts? : 

9 Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins 
be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? 

10 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on 
earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,) 

11 I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way 
into thine house. 

12 And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth 
before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified 


God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion. 
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Verse by Verse 


The Lesson as a Whole 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Mark 2:1 And when he entered again into Capernaum after 
some days, it was noised that he was ‘in the house. 2 And many 
were gathered together, so that there was no longer room for them, 
no, not even about the door: and he spake the word unto them. 
3 And they come, bringing unto him a man sick of the palsy, borne 
of four. 4 And when they could not *come nigh unto him for the 
crowd, they uncovered the roof where he was: and when they had 
broken it up, they let down the * bed whereon the sick of the palsy 
lay. 5 And Jesus seeing their faith saith unto the sick of the 
palsy, *Son, thy sins are forgiven. 6 But there were certain 
of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts. 7 Why 
doth this man thus speak? he blasphemeth: who can forgive sins 
but one, even God? 8 And straightway Jesus, perceiving in his 
spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, saith unto them, 
Why reason ye these things in your hearts? 9 Which is easier, 
to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins are forgiven; or to say, 
Arise, and take up thy *bed, and walk? 10 But that ye may know 
that the Son of man hath authority on earth to forgive sins (he 
saith to the sick of the palsy), 11 I say unto thee, Arise,,.take up 
thy *bed, and go unto thy house. 12 And he arose, and straight- 
way took up the *bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch 
that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw 
it on this fashion. 

2Or, at home. *™Many ancient authorities read bring him 
unto him. *Or, pallet. *Gr., Child. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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Jesus to profess to forgive sins because they 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE great outstanding purpose of our 
Lord’s ministry as the Servant of 
Jehovah was to bring people into 
right relationship with God. What availed 
it if the sick were healed of physical ail- 
ments but continued on in their sins, un- 
repentant and unbelieving? In the present 
lesson the spiritual side of his service is 
particularly emphasied. The palsied physi- 
cal condition of the man who was saved 
and healed pictures the real state of men 
generally — “without strength” (Rom. 5: 
6), and therefore unable to deliver them- 
selves from the dire results of their sins. 
But Jesus came not to help men save 
themselves, but to deliver them himself 
from their lost estate. It is not when we 
have done our best that his grace comes 
in to make up full weight, as it were. But 
when we realize that we are utterly help- 
less and look to him alone for salvation, 
he does for us what no one else could do. 
It is all of grace through faith, that the 
glory might be his alone. The faith of 
the four men who brought their palsied 
friend to Jesus is a beautiful example of 
fellowship in the glad service of bringing 
others to Christ. But he, too, believed, 
and sc the faith of all five was re- 
warded. 


The Historical Setting 


We are still occupied with our Lord’s 
Galilean ministry in the first few months 
of his public service. To locate the ex- 
act date is not possible, nor is it of great 
importance. It is what he did rather than 
when he did it that counts. 


Mark 2:1.—In Capernaum again. What 
a highly favored city was Capernaum, yet 
how few there were even there who be- 
lieved in Jesus and profited by his pres- 
ence among them. Because of this their 
fair city was doomed to oblivion at last 
(Matt. 11:24). 


Verse 2—“He preached the word.” 
Christ was the model in this as in all else. 
He was the greatest of all preachers, but 
he never sought to charm his audiences by 
oratorical effect or by well-rounded periods. 
He gave them the Word of God in all sim- 
plicity and with power. 


Verse 3.—“Borne of four.” Here was a 
faithful quartette who, believing in and 
knowing the delivering power of Jesus 
themselves, were anxious to have _ their 
poor, sick, helpless friend know him, too. 


Verse 4.—“Uncovered the roof.” Barred 
from the door by the throngs attendant 
on Christ’s ministry, they carried their 
friend up on the flat roof, removed the 
mud bricks or tiling, and with cords let 
him down into the room at the feet of 
Jesus. The construction of Palestinian 
houses made it easy to do this. 


Verse 5.—“Jesus saw their faith.” It 
was faith working by love and made an 
instant appeal to our Lord. He saw be- 
yond the physical need of the suppliant, 
however, and recognizing the faith of the 
five, he declared, to the astonishment of 
the people, “Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.” 
It was a marvelous manifestation of divine 
grace to a needy, heipless sinner. 


Verses 6 and 7.—Reason versus faith. 
The unbelieving heart always opposes rea- 
son to faith, and because it cannot under- 
stand God’s ways refuses to believe. The 
scribes thought it blasphemous for the Lord 


did not know the truth as to his person. 


Verse 8.—Reading their thoughts. It is 
God alone who can perceive the reason- 
ings of the human mind. Jesus knew the 
inmost thoughts of men. He answered 
their unspoken objections because to him 
they were as manifest as spoken words. 


Verse 9.—Which is easier? His ques- 
tion was unanswerable. To speak the word 
that would restore health to palsied limbs 
was no easier for man than to give the 
sinner assurance of forgiveness. 


Verse 10—“That ye may know.” The 
proof of his authority to forgive sins was 
to be confirmed by the miracle of healing. 


Verse 11.—“I say unto thee.” His was 
a word of power. He is the creator of 
all men. To repair a ruined human body 
in a moment was as easy for him as to give 
life in the first place. 

Verse 12—A new deal! The instant 
healing of the paralytic, manifested by his 
obedience to the command of Jesus, brought 
from the amazed throng the declaration, 
“We never saw it on this fashion.” It 
was indeed a new method of confirming the 
Word and giving assurance of remission 
of sins. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


No clearer proof could be given of the 
deity of our Lord than we find here in his 
attitude: toward this palsied man. His 
critics were right when they exclaimed, 
“Who can forgive sins but God only!” 
What they did not realize was that God 
incarnate was in their midst. He who had 
become in grace the Son of man had all 
the divine prerogatives still. He had 
authority, even while sojourning on earth, 
to forgive sins. 

Some time ago a well known liberal 
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preacher, who denies the Godhead of the 
Son, said to me, “I am not afraid of Jesus 
Christ. I can trust him to deal faithfully 
with my case.” I replied, “Why should you 
fear him? Why do you not say, ‘I am 
not afraid of Buddha, or of Mohammed?’ 
If Jesus is only a man, even though the 
best of men, you do not have to stand 
before him for judgment. It is to God all 
men must give account.” 


Lesson Outlines 
Who 1s Tuts Son or MAN? 


(John 12: 34) 

He is Lord of the Sabbath (Matt. 12: 
1-8). 

He is the Saviour of sinners (Luke 19: 
10). 

He is the forgiver of sins (Mark 2: 10). 

He is the Kinsman-Redeemer (Mark 10: 
45). 

He is Lord of angels (Matt. 13: 41). 

He is coming again in glory (Mait. 24: 
27). 

He is life-giver and judge (John 5: 25- 
20). 

Borne oF Four 

1. The helpless paralytic. 

2. Four interested friends. 

3. Their fellowship in service. 

4. They brought him to Jesus. 

5. They were undeterred by difficulties. 

6. Their faith was gloriously rewarded. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Capernaum Highly Favored. Our Lord’s 
choice of Capernaum as his own city, and 
the many signs and wonders performed 
there to authenticate his wondrous teach- 
ing, made its people responsible above 
many.. Is it not the same with our So- 
called Christian lands today? Privilege 
brings responsibility. 


The greater our privileges, the greater 
our responsibilities. The more light God 
gives, the more he expects of us. 


Fellowship in Service. It is a fine thing 
to see men able to work harmoniously for 
the blessing of others. Many seem to do 
their best work alone. They do not appear 
to be able to enjoy fellowship in testimony. 
The four men in our lesson were true yoke- 
fellows (Phil. 4:3). 


The Paralytic Had No Power in Him- 
self. He was helpless until the life-giving 
Word came to him. So it is with the un- 
saved. All are without strength until re- 
newed by divine grace. 

Faith and Reason. That which God re- 
veals in his Word is not opposed to sound 
reasoning, but is above the apprehension of 
the natural man (1 Cor. 2: 14). The Word 
believed produces a divine life and the 
renewed man has spiritual discernment, so 
that what was dark and confusing before 
becomes clear and plain (1 Cor. 2: 14, 15). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


If saved ourselves, are we now seeking 
to bring others to Christ? We know his 
power. Are we witnessing to them? 

Fellowship in service and testimony is 
not only a privilege; tt ts a responsibility. 
Do we enter into the blessedness of it? 

The four bearers refused to give up be- 
cause of the crowds filling the doorway. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirtecnth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


5. January 30.—Ministering to Spiritual 
Needs 


eee eS eee Mark 2: 1-12 

6. February 6.—Chaillenging the Social Or- 
 MOETTERS TERT Pee) Pee Pee Mark 2: 13-22 

7. February 13.—Conserving the Sabbath 
SOG TARR, vo.ivee Sieceacs Mark 2:23 to 3:6 

8. February 20.—Choosing Companions in 
UT AOE © oo n5005s Kadeavesass Mark 3: 7-19, 31-35 

9. February 27.—Measuring a Man’s 
WOT vnc caetescccctacvesvesese Mark 5: 1-17 

10. March 6.—Serving with What We 
BAAWS 6 cisvbs teeduccascdsvoscses Mark 6:1-13 


11. March 13.—Feeding the Hungry. 

Mark 6 : 30-44 

12, March 20.—Keeping the Body Strong 

(A personal aspect of temperance). 

Mark 6: 53-56; Judges 13: 12-14; 1 
Corinthians 3 : 16, 17; Romans 12:1, 2 

13. March 27.—Correcting Wrong Ideas of 
REBGION css ccvscccescscscccves Mark 7: 1-13 








Are we as determined as they in seeking 
the grace of Christ for our friends? 


There would be no sickness in the world 
if it were not for sin. Have you received 
the forgiveness of sins? 


Do we think more of physical health than 
of spiritual blessing? 
“To lose your wealth is much; 
To lose your health is mcre: 


To lose your soul is such a loss 
As no one can restore.” 


Have we heard the voice of the Son of 
God saying to us through his Word, “Thy 
sins be forgiven thee?” 


Faith is just taking Christ at his Word 
and resting on his truth. What is our 
ground of confidence? 


Augustine has said, “God’s commands are 
God’s enablings.” When Jesus said, “Rise 
and walk,” he gave the power to act ac- 
cordingly. 


Are you waiting for feeling as a ground 
of confidence? Remember, as one has said: 
“Believing is the root. Feeling is the fruit.” 

Do not be concerned as to the amount 
of your faith. It is not a question of great 
faith or of little faith; but in whom is your 
faith centered? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The same sun that softens the wax 
hardens the clay; so the Gospel hardens 
the one who resists the Spirit, while it 
softens the heart that receives it. 

Fellowship in the Gospel is united effort 
to win others for Christ. 

Five words from the lips of the Son of 
God gave the paralytic the knowledge of 
forgiveness. 

It is the blood of Jesus that makes the 
believing sinner safe, and the Word makes 
him sure. 

Unbelief reasons and loses the blessing, 
while faith lays hold of the promise and 
enjoys a rich reward. 

The scribes knew the letter of the Scrip- 
tures, but they did not know the One of 
whom those Scriptures testified. 

Grace received brings eternal gladness, 
but grace rejected means everlasting loss. 

Those who caviled at the words of Jesus 
could neither heal the impotent man, nor 
forgive sins, but he did both. 
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The testimony of one renewed man often 
means more than much preaching. Have 
you such a testimony? 


No one comes to Christ for salvation 
until he has learned his own sinfulness and 
helplessness. Have we all come to him in 
this way? 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


1. How was Jesus received on his sec- 
ond visit to Capernaum? 


2. What great miracle did he perform 
on this occasion? . 


3. How did this helpless man get to 
Jesus? 


4. In what way did they manifest their 
faith and determination? 


5. What special lessons ‘do you learn 
from this incident? 


6. How may we bring others to Jesus? 


7. Did Jesus do what was desired of 
him? 


8. What effect did this have on the re- 
ligious leaders who were present? 


9. What did Jesus do? 


10. What was the effect on the people 
generally? 


(Answers to questions on page 51.) 
CHICAGO. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we 
thank thee for the deeps of thy power in deal- 
ing with the spiritual needs of thy children. 
We thank thee for the Lord Jesus Christ in 
his forgiveness of sin,— man’s greatest prob- 
lem. We thank thee that he has power on earth 
to forgive sins, and so we know that we do 
not need to be overcome in our own lives by 
sin, but may turn to him for victory. Thou 
hast often given us that wonderful sense of 
freedom from the burden of sin when we have 
ecnfessed to thee, and have rested in the salva- 
tion of the Lord. We know how easy it is to 
turn away from thee, and to follow after de- 
sires that are by no means in thy will We 
pray that we may in quiet faith turn to the 
Lord Jesus for the grace and the power to meet 
the testings of daily life. In his dear name we 
pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—When the folks in 
this lesson saw the man take up his bed 
and go out right before them, they were 
just amazed, and they glorified God. And 
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how did they express their surprise? Yes, 
“We never saw it on this fashion.” This 
power of the Lord Jesus was new to them. 
They had actually seen him do what they 
had never seen before. He is doing all 
around us, if we but have eyes to see, 
wonders in the spiritual life of persons who 
are greatly burdened by sin. Faces change. 
Actions change. There is a new light in 
the eyes. Men who were once untrust- 
worthy become trustworthy; unclean men 
become clean, and all this because of what 
goes on in the inner life, working out into 
the outer life through the power of God. 
Is there some one greatly burdened today 
to whom you can say a word about the 
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Lesson for January 30 


power of the Lord Jesus Christ? Is there 
some one who ought to be led to him, even 
if it is quite hard for you to do, as it was 
for these friends of the sick man? Never 
mind about the hard part, God will take 
care of that. Your part is to lead others 
to the Lord Jesus. Will you try that this 
week? Yes, this very day? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
ve 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


A Famous Foursome!—Borne of four 
(Mark 2:3). The popularity of golf has 
given us a word we have long needed for 
something made up of four folks. The 
word is “Foursome.” Oh, yes, we had 
“Quartette,” but music seems to have a 
mortgage on that word. The best we could 
do was “Four-handed,” but the card players 
seem to have pre-empted that, with its 
odor of gambling. 

In these later days, here in America at 
least, has come the good wholesome word 
“Foursome.” This word brings right into 
the lesson today the great out-of-doors, 
with broad pasture lands under clear skies, 
little, -well kept “lawns” with a hole in 
the middle, and the little lake mirroring the 
clouds and peacefully waiting to receive 
the little white ball that goes astray! 

Now here in our lesson today we have 
a famous “Foursome” —an_ out-of-doors 
Foursome,— up on the roof Foursome! 
And they were not up there to see what 
was going on. They had an unfortunate 
friend with them, and they “meant busi- 
ness.” The reason they meant business was 
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because they were a “Foursome Full o’ 
Faith.” Say, Doctor, that would be a fine 
sermon subject! How the Master must 
have loved to see this exhibition. Faith 
in himself and his ministry was one of the 
main things he was looking for —and he 
found it a scarce article. Even the Twelve 
did not have an overabundant supply 
(Matt. 6: 30; Luke 18:8). 

Some years ago when I was asked to 
take the superintendency of the home 
school I asked the TrmEs to give me names 
of near-by, high grade Sunday schools. I 
was sent to the North Baptist Church in 
Camden, of which the late Mr. Wayland 
Ayer was superintendent. I got lots of 
good and new ideas. Our school was in 
a rut forty years deep. When I under- 
took to work my changes the Pharisees 
and Sadducees woke up. But more than 
one Foursome came and said, “Go to it, 
old fellow, we believe in you.” 

Yes, I think Jesus must have been much 
pleased when he saw that roof open and 
four eager faces saying, “Lord, we be- 
lieve in you.” 


Helpfulness of Faith.—When Jesus saw 
their faith (v. 5). “Well, all I can say is, 
if Mrs. William Gibbons is at the head 
of the enterprise there is no question about 
the affair being a great success.” This is 
what folks in Coatesville said years ago 
when the whole town was doing things 
to get our present splendid Young Men’s 
Christian Association started. When the 
said Mrs. Gibbons (the wife of one of 
our iron mill owners) heard what folks 
were saying about her, and as she saw the 
faith they had in her, she was “tickled 
pink,” as Lucy Stone, one of her helpers, 
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said. Mrs. Gibbons got her disciples 
(these helpers) and went ahead under the 
stimulating. encouragement Of that faith in 


“her and niade the affair “the most success- 


ful in-the diistoéry'of the~tounty.” 

Yes, you’ve got the idea. I think this 
muscular exhibition of faith in him made 
the Lord Jesus happy. And it no doubt 
was a great help to him in his ministry 
(John 14:12; Mark 9: 23). 

It is the easiest thing in the world to 
sing “Faith is the Victory,” and similar 
hymns. Lots do that, but how many do 
you know teamed up in foursomes, three- 
somes, twosomes, or even a onesome, who 
are climbing stairs, tearing open roofs to 
get helpless sinners to the feet of the only 
One who can save them? (Figuratively 
speaking, of course.) Why, bless your 
heart, we know church members who are 
not willing to hold down a chair for an 
hour in a Sunday school. 

If I were making a collection of excuses 
I know where I could find some gems. 
It would be among Sunday school super- 
intendents. “Yes, Mr. Ridgway, I fully 
realize the great importance of this work 
among children, BUT” — 


Miracles Unconvincing.—They were all 
amazed, and glorified God (v. 12). The 
victories of modern medicine have crept 
upon us so gradually and quietly we are 
not “amazed.” 

The dentist puts an enlarged, black 
“postage stamp” in your mouth and points 
a singing “gun” at your cheek and in a 
jiffy he holds up to light before you the 
aforesaid black “postage stamp” looking 
thing and shows you the abscess at the 
root of your tooth. 

It has become an everyday occurrence 
to see the science of medicine taking the 
afflicted by the hand as if to say with the 
Master, “Get out of thy bed and walk.” ’ 
It should be noted in passing that it is 
only under Christian influences the “Take 
up thy bed and walk” is sounded and 
obeyed. 

Here in the treatment of the case in 
our lesson today there was no X-ray, no 
thermometer in the mouth, no strap on 
arm, no hose from heart to ear, no knife, 
no manipulation of body, no massage of 
muscles. The only “treatment” was a 
word or two. It was the voice of Heaven 
speaking. When Heaven speaks, it is done. 
The sin was gone at the Word, and the 
disease followed after its departure. No 
wonder the crowd was amazed and glori- 
fied God! (Psa. 107:8; 1 Chron. 16: 
8, 9.) 

Why do we not have miracles nowadays 
to amaze and cause glorification? Here is 
one answer: “Because the miracles were 
for the introduction only.” And note this: 
For three years Jesus amazed his little 
world with miracle after miracle, yet how 
many followers did he have as he hung 
there on Calvary? (Luke 16: 30, 31.) 

Where were the “glorifiers” when the 
High Priest and his coterie closed in on 
the Lord Jesus? The Vox Populi who 
could (and did) make trouble for Rome 
forty years later was dumb when Rome 
put its hand upon the miracle worker from 
Galilee. Miracles are, non-convincing to 
this very day. Peter did no miracle on the 
occasion, yet one sermon brought 3,000 
(Acts 2:41). 

CoATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Iilustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 


that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Could Not Withstand Four.—Borne of 
four (Mark 2:3). I once made my way 
into the office of a doctor to ask him to 
come to Christ. The meetings were in 
progress in the church, and I thought he 
was interested. He received me kindly, 
but firmly declined even to talk of Christ, 
and I left him utterly discouraged. The 
next night the man gave his heart to Christ, 
and for this reason, I believe. We had 
made him, in a little company of church 
officers, a subject of prayer, and you can- 
not pray earnestly for one for any length 
of time without speaking to him concern- 
ing his soul’s salvation. Without having 
had a conference four men determined to 
see the doctor, and they all called upon 
him within two hours’ time. When the 
first came he laughed at him; when the 
second came his prominence in the busi- 
ness world at least commanded the doctor’s 
respect; when the third came, having 
driven four miles in from the country, he 
began to be interested; and with the com- 
ing of the fourth there was awakened in 
him a deep conviction. He closed his of- 
fice, went to his home, and before the eve- 
ning hour of service came had accepted 
Christ—From Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman. 
Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


“Who ... But God Only?”—Who can 
forgive sins but God only? (v. 7).— 
Though scholars disagree, 
I prove it daily true, 
Christ Jesus does for me, 
What only God can do. 
—From Elizabeth Cheney, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. M. B. Tay- 
lor, Toronto, Ont. 


Unrealized Glory. — They were all 
amazed, and glorified God (vy. 12). A 
story is told of the little daughter of an 
artist who lost her eyesight in her baby- 
hood. For years she was thought to be 
incurable, then a successful operation gave 
her back her sight. The mother of the 
child had died some years before, and 
ever since, her father had been her con- 
stant companion and dearest friend. While 
she lay in a darkened room with bandaged 
eyes the one thought with her was, “Soon 
I'll see my dear father.” When the days 
of waiting had passed, and the bandage 
was removed, at last she looked into the 
noble, joy-filled face she had so longed to 
see. She trembled for joy, closed ker eyes 
and opened them again to convince her- 
self she was not dreaming, then, as her 
father took her into his arms, she ex- 
claimed: “And I had so beautiful a father 
all these years and did not know it!’ Oh, 
that the bandages might be removed from 
our eyes, that we might recognize our Sav- 
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iour in all the beauty of his love!—From 
Westminster Teacher. Sent by Mrs. Liz- 
sie Kirby Beck, Smiths Grove, Ky. 


Because Sin Was Preached.—Thy sins 
be forgiven thee (Golden Text). Pastor 
Gih of Bethel Mission, Shanghai, China, 
was. evangelizing in bitter cold weather. 
He began preaching in a dead Christian 
church. He was told he need not have 
come all the way from Shanghai to preach 
on sin, and as he was leaving the hall a 
giant of a man told him he would beat 
him up if he preached on sin again. For 
three nights Pastor Gih spoke on the sub- 
ject with ever-increasing crowds. He was 
still threatened. The next night Miss 
Grace Hwang preached. She says: “I 
went to my knees and asked that the Holy 
Spirit would give me a message. All I 
could think of was sin.” Many desperate 
men were in the crowded church, Sud- 
denly a horrible cry of despair rang out, 
and the giant, known through the entire 
province as “Tiger,” the bandit leader, fell 
on his knees in the aisle, crying, “O God, 
my sin! my sin!” Pastor Gih led him 
to Christ. He confessed sins of the most 
terrible character. The day following was 
intensely cold, but the converted bandit 
started at daylight to talk with his old 
father whom he had at various times tried 
to kill. The father forgave him, and at the 
evening meeting the giant was back to give 
his testimony. He still corresponds with 
Pastor Gih, and is’ rejoicing in his new 
life—From The Dawn. Sent by M. H. 
James, Toronto, Ont. Prize illustration. 


Why Are Men Lost?—Son, thy sins be 
forgiven thee (Golden Text). A fellow 
said to me on the train one day, “Oh, you 
preachers make me sick.” “I am not a 
preacher,” I replied; “I wish I were. I 
don’t know enough.” He said: “I don’t 
care what you are. You Christians are 
always talking about a man going to hell 
because Adam sinned.” “No,” I said, “you 
will never go to hell because Adam sin- 
ned. You will go to hell because you 
refuse the remedy God provided for Adam’s 
sin. Don’t you go to crying about some- 
thing that has absolutely been taken care 
of. If you go to hell you will go over 
the broken body of Jesus Christ who died 
to keep you out.’—From “The Double 
Cure,’ by Melvin E. Trotter. Sent by 
M. L. Haskell, Norton, Kans. 


Prescriptions Not Needed.—Son, thy 
sins be forgiven thee (Golden Text). There 
was once a man who went into a chemist’s 
shop. He was a poor, untidy man, and he 
said, “If you please, mister, have you got 
anything for a bad cold?” The chemist, 
who was an eminently respectable chemist, 
said, “Have you brought your prescription 
with you?” The man answered, “No, I 
airi’t got no prescription with me, but I’ve 
brought my cold with me.” How often 
sinners seeking a cure for sin try to bring 
their “prescriptions” to God. But he asks 
for nothing save that the sinner should say: 

Just as I am, without one plea 

But that Thy blood was shed for me. 
—From Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Waits, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Material: Use the same house that you 
used last Sunday. It is very possible that 
it was Peter’s house that is the scene of 
today’s lesson. Have the flat roof so you 
can remove a piece of it, and show the 
children how the man was let down through 
the roof. Have a cutout of the man on a 
stretcher-like bed, and the four bearers. 
Cards for the Memory Verse. 











Gr. again we see the Lord Jesus 
in Capernaum, and it is very likely 
that he was at Peter’s house again, for 
we know Peter loved him and was glad 
to have him in his home. How many of you 
would love to have the Lord Jesus in your 
home? All of us would. We all can have 
him in our hearts, 

As soon as the Lord Jesus came into 
this house, the people heard about it, and 
they began coming to him to be healed. 
When they came he preached to them, and 
healed them. One day there was such a 
crowd in the house that there wasn’t any 
more room, even right by the door. The 
house was too full for one more to crowd 
in, it seemed. 

But down the street came five men, one 
on a bed and the other four carrying him. 
The one on the bed had palsy, a disease 
that makes one helpless because he shakes 
so badly that sometimes he cannot even 
get himself a drink of water. They are 
helpless. This man couldn’t walk to Jesus 
to be healed, so his friends were taking 
him. But when they came to the door, they 
couldn’t even get inside. 

Can’t you see them as they set their 
burden down and decided what to do? One 
of them may have said, “We might as well 
take him back home and try another time.” 
Somebody else perhaps suggested that they 
wait until these people went home. Then 
another perhaps says, “We must do some- 
thing. It is too hard on him to carry 
him back and forth, and he can’t wait all 
day here in the sun.” Then the fourth 
one may say, “What about the roof? Do 
you think —” And before they could say 
a word, they were carrying him around 
the house to the outside stair and up to 
the roof. Then they loosened a piece’ of 
it, and they put some ropes around the bed 
and let him down right in front of Jesus. 

Jesus looked at them, and he knew how 
much faith they had to do a thing like that. 
And he said to the sick man, “Son, thy 
sins be forgiven thee.” 

Then some of the wicked men sitting 
there said in their hearts that Jesus couldn’t 
forgive sins, that nobody but God could 
do that. Jesus knew what they were 
thinking, just as he knows what we think, 
and he answered them, and asked them 
which was easier, to forgive his sins or 
heal his body. And then to show them 
that he had power to do both, he com- 
manded the sick man to take up his bed 
and walk, and the man did it. 

Jesus Christ could heal him and forgive 
his sins because Jesus Christ is God the 
Son. I wonder if we are as anxious to 
bring our friends to Jesus to be saved as 
these men were to bring their friend to 
Jesus to be healed? Are we? 
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Lesson: for January 30 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 48) 


1. Such throngs came to see and _ hear, 
that the place in which he preached . was 
crowded to capacity. 

2. The healing of a palsied man, who was 
unable to walk. 

3. Four of his friends atta him on a 
pallet. 

'. 4. When they found entrance by the door 

: impossible, they went up on the roof, re- 
moved a part of it, and let the sick man down 
by cords to the feet of Jesus. 

5. That all men are helpless in their sins, 
but that those who know the Lord should be 
active in bringing the needy ones to him. 

6. By prayer in their behalf and by seek- 
ing to show them, in a kindly way, their 
need, and by encouraging them to trust the 
Saviour. 

_ 7. He did far more, He forgave the man’s 
sins and healed his body. 

,8. They charged Jesus, in their hearts, with 
blasphemy in usurping a divine prerogative 
by professing to forgive sins. 

9. Knowing their thoughts, he exposed their 
maliciousness and proved his right to for- 
give the sinner by instantly healing his body. 

10. They gave glory to God and declared 
they had never seen anything like this before. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: The Lord Jesus, the Super- 
Giver. 

Discussion: Let the fellows discuss 
frankly what they have asked the Lord for 
lately, and ‘examine to see if they were 
gifts in the larger class. 

Objective: Seeing and acting upon the 
possibilities of faith. 











AY, fellows, it was a tense moment 

when that poor fellow first lay on the 
floor before Jesus in the crowded house at 
Capernaum. Can you picture in your mind 
the scene? It was reported around the 
community that the Lord Jesus was in 
the house,—supposedly Simon  Peter’s 
house, — and people gathered there in ,such 
number that they could not ail get. into 
the house, many were standing about the 
door. Those inside were listening to the 
Master’s teaching, and watching him heal 
the sick, when they began to hear noises 
on the roof —footsteps and men’s voices. 
Directly those near the center felt bits of 
grit dropping, and crowded back. The ceil- 
ing of the room began to crack, and next 
a man’s fingers came through, then other 
fingers, and a man’s hand was pushing 
through and lifting out a piece of the ceil- 
ing. Now they could see little bits of 
blue sky and eyes peering through. Soon 
a large hole was made in the roof and 
there came slowly down, being lowered 
by cords of rope, a bed,—and on the bed 
aman! Before the astonished gaze of all, 
presently, a palsied man lay on his bed 
upon the floor, directly in front of the Mas- 
ter. Of all the exciting scenes of the in- 
cident, if I could have one glance I would 
choose this moment. I wish I could have 
seen the expression on the Lord Jesus’ face 
“when the man first lay there. I believe 
it was one of the times when our Lord’s 
face lit up with a wonderful smile. | If 
there was anything that pleased him more 
than others, and pleases him now just the 
same, it was to see faith exercised in him, 
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— faith in his power, in his willingness, in 
his love. The record tells us that seeing 
their faith,—the faith of the four men 
looking eagerly down through the hole in 
the roof, and the faith of the poor palsied 
sinner on the floor,—he said unto him, 
“Son, thy sins be forgiven thee!” The 
Great Physician had diagnosed the patient’s 
deepest need. He had come there to be 
restored to physical health. That would, 
at best, only last a few years until it would 
be time to die. But Jesus gave him spirit- 
ual healing for his immortal soul, and that 
was something that would endure through- 
out eternity. And the saved sinner was to 
receive bodily healing, too. The scribes 
who had come there to find fault with 
Jesus, something they could accuse him of 
before the Sanhedrin, said in their hearts, 
“Ah, we’ve got him now—he assumes to 
be able to forgive sin, and only God can 
do that!” But Jesus knew what they were 
thinking, and turning toward: them, he 
asked: “Whether is it easier to say, .. 
Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, 
Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? 
But that ye may know that the Son of 
man hath power on earth to forgive sins,” 
turning again to the man on the floor, he 
said: Rise up and take your bed and go 
back home! And the man immediately rose, 
took his bed and walked out before their 
astonished gaze. 

Fellows, this incident in the life of our 
Lord very clearly shows us that he sees all 
our need and is ready to supply it all. 
You and I are apt to make the unhappy 
mistake of asking Jesus for too little. In 
our prayers we are apt to ask him for a 
lot of things that perish with the using. 
He is able and willing to give us abun- 
dantly more than we ask or think. It is the 
time for big requests when we talk to the 
Lord. But to make sure that our askings 
are wise, let’s ask the Holy Spirit to guide 
us in making them. That is one of the 
marvelous things the Spirit does if we are 
willing to let him. 


YouNGSTOWN, O8IO. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Goal.—To lead the pupils to an assurance 
of forgiven sins. 


Activity.—Construct a Jewish house from 
cardboard, showing the stairway leading to 
the flat roof. An upper room and a court- 
yard might be added later. If it is not 
convenient to construct a house, the pupils 
might draw one from pictures or descrip- 
tions. 


Memory Verse.—“The Son of man hath 
power on earth to forgive sins’ (Mark 
20 : 10b). 

[RLS, often you wish that you could 

erase or hide what you have done in 

order that no one would find out about it 
and punish you or be offended; or you 
wish the memory of your wrongdoing 
would not haunt you. Let us repeat the 
Memory Verse. Today we shall study 
about a man whose sins were blotted out 
so completely that they are not even re- 
corded against him in the story. 

(Construct the house and locate Caper- 
naum on the class map.) 


Mark 2: 1-4.—In Capernaum there lived 
a hopelessly discouraged man, so weak from 
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palsy that he could not move from his 
bed. Life seemed valueless to him until 
one day four of his friends told him about 
a wonderful healer who was preaching in 
one of the village homes. They were sure 
this healer could make the sick man walk 
again. Very carefully they lifted the mat- 
tress bed on which their friend lay and 
hastened to the house where the Master 
was preaching. The house was packed 
with people and more were gathering 
around the door. These four men knew 
they could not push their way through 
with their friend. What should they do? 
They looked toward the stairway leading 
to the flat roof. They must get the man 
to the Master in spite of the blockade. 
They climbed the stairs and laid aside the 
covering of the roof. 

At last the opening was large enough, 
and the four friends lowered the bed on 
which the trembling sick man lay. 

Verse 5.—But “Jesus saw their faith.” 
It was not their good works, or their 
ambition, but their faith that the Lord rec- 
ognized (Eph, 2:8, 9), and it was going to 
be rewarded. What do you suppose the 
palsied man thought as the Lord Jesus 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 
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looked upon him with pure, sympathetic 
eyes and said, “Son, thy sins be forgiven 
thee?” Don’t you suppose the man wanted 
to hide his past life? Never before had 
he realized how sinful he was, nor had he 
ever felt so ashamed. He would even be 
willing to remain helpless upon this bed 
for the rest of his life if only his past 
could be blotted out. 

Verses 6-11.—Why were the scribes dis- 
satisfied with the Master’s words? Their 
hearts had not been touched with the need 
of forgiveness. In their own estimation 
they were righteous men. How did the 
Lord answer their reasoning? He who 
could read their hearts saw there all the 
selfishness, jealousy, hatred, and the sneak- 
ing tendencies that they were trying to 
cover with the bluff of their lives. Now 
he would give them an opportunity to 
witness his life-changing power. 


Verse 12.—What effect did his word of 
healing have upon the palsied man? The 
man did not lie on his bed wondering 
whether he had better risk making a joke 
of himself before all these critical people. 
He knew that the Lord who had spoken 
to him was greater than his palsy and 
greater, even, than his sin. In the power 
of his new strength he arose and not only 
did he walk, but he also carried the bed 
upon which he had suffered for so long. 
Even the scribes admitted that they had 
never seen anything to compare with this 
marvelous demonstration, and the entire 
audience gave glory to God. 

Girls, how can you recognize sin in your 
own lives? 1, Whatsoever is not of faith 
is sim (Rom. 14:22, 23). 2. Sin is a 
transgression of the law (1 John 3: 4; Rom. 
13:10). 3. We sin when we fail to do 
that which we know is right (Jas. 4:17). 
(The girls may give illustrations of each 
of these points.) 

When we have recognized our sins, what 
else should we do? (1 John 1:9.) We 
must confess. We may be able to deny 
our actions before people, but we cannot 
keep God from seeing them (Prov. 28: 
ta). 

When we ask the Lord for forgiveness, 
what requirement does he make of us? 
1. We must straighten up our account with 
our associates. If you told your mother 
that you were studying in the library after 
school, when in reality you were visiting 
a chum, it might be well to confess the 
truth to her before you seek forgiveness 
from the Lord. 2. We must forgive those 
who have injured us (Luke 6:37; Eph. 
4:32). The Lord Jesus had no sin and 
did not need forgiveness, but when others 
injured him, he mercifully asked forgive- 
ness for them (Luke 23:34). We can- 
not be happy when we carry around a 
grudge. 

What happens when we have received 
forgiveness? 1. Instead of the haunting 
torture of a guilty conscience, we have 
peace in our hearts (Phil. 4:7). 2. God 
will no longer remember our sins against 
us (isa. 43: 26). 

How many of you are willing to con- 
fess your sins to God? The palsied man 
did not recite his sins aloud. The Lord 
understood all about them, and he under- 
stands all about yours. How many of you 
are also willing to take the other necessary 
steps and will ask forgiveness of those 
you have hurt or disobeyed, and will grant 
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forgiveness to those who have hurt you? 
As we offer the Lord’s Prayer together, let 
us be very careful to mean what we say 
when we ask to be forgiven as we forgive 
others. (Close with prayer.) 

Next week we shall learn about the 
commotion that was created when the Lord 
Jesus called a tax agent to follow him. 
Learn Mark 2:17. 


ALPpaAuGH, CALIF. 
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The Bandits’ Captive 
Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


c HAT tiger claw has mauled thee 
today, Father of all?” exclaimed a 
Chinese farmer’s wife, as her husband en- 
tered the dark, cluttered kitchen, and flung 
himself down on a wooden bench. 

“The robbers are coming,” he said 
heavily. “Farmer Wong has had a secret 
warning; they think they will attack us 
tonight.” His wife’s face went a sickly 
color as she stood as if turned to stone; 
there was no need of words, the blow had 
fallen! B 

For months they had been dreading the 
bandits who came like an army of locusts, 
sweeping down on village homes which 
were entirely at their mercy. So it had 
come at last; and poor Mrs. Lee could 
only feel thankful that she had no son 
to be carried off, only a small daughter 
who was so unattractive that the neigh- 
bors had told her she might make up her 
mind to keep her forever. 

“Surely the bandits will have no desire 
to take her from us. Oh! I am glad, 
glad! In truth how foolish I have been 
to grieve over her lack of beauty.” This 
thought was a great comfort to the anxious 
mother’s heart until a few nights after 
the robber hand raided the village and 
took all they could get. 

Disappointed of other loot they actually 
carried off Peach Bud to “save their face” 
in finding nothing else of value in Farmer 
Lee’s poor home, and it was useless for 
her parents to protest in any way. 

Peach Bud was terrified, but she had 
a wonderfully simple but strong faith in 
her heavenly Father. A neighbor's daugh- 
ter, who -had been taken sick at a distant 
mission school and had had to come home 
for a while, had taught the little girl to 
read and learn about God. Her parents, 
too, had become interested through the 
visits. of a traveling evangelist, and they 
no longer worshiped idols. 

In this new life of strange experiences 
Peach Bud found her little gleam of faith 
to be the only bit of light burning in the 
darkness around. The bandit chief, whose 
name was Ong Wu (Yellow Tiger) had 
several young women with him whom he 
had captured in their raids. They acted 
as if they had come to enjoy their life of 
adventure. They rode swift ponies and 
carried rifles which they could use with a 
deadly aim. They always insisted on get- 
ting their full share of the stolen goods, 
and were well able to hold their own with 
the men. 
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Peach Bud, happily, was not old enough 
to take part in these raids, so she had 
the hard work of the camp to do — chop- 
ping firewood, cutting grass for fuel, and 
carrying water to their mountain strong- 
hold. She was carefully guarded, and es- 
cape was impossible. The little girl knew 
that her guards would think nothing of 
shooting her if she ever tried to run away. 
Indeed, heavy weights were clamped on 
her ankles to keep her from escaping. 

It was a terrible life, and surely it was 
only God’s goodness and watchful love that 
protected her amid all the evils of that 
bandit camp. It would have been no sur- 
prise if she had entirely forgotten the God 
of whom she knew so little, but she still 
prayed night and morning in her own sim- 
ple way. 

“Oh! Father in Heaven, remember me.” 
How she longed to be home with her 
mother again, and above all to escape hav- 
ing to take part in those awful raids on 
defenseless villages. 

She felt her only hope was to do her 
work so well that her captors might leave 
her to do her job, and so for four years 
she cooked, washed, and toiled as_ their 
slave, growing weaker every day with over- 
work. But God did not forget her, and 
just when she was at the breaking point, 
a company of nationalist soldiers surprised 
the robbers one night in their mountain 
stronghold, and after a fierce battle the 
bandits were driven off. 

Peach Bud was badly wounded in the 
fight, and with the other captured women, 
was taken to the military prison in the 
nearest city. For many days she lay sick 
and helpless, with her wounds untended 
and suffering great pain. Poor little girl, 
how her faith was tried! But, she did not 
feel afraid to die, and only thought of it 
as the open door of happiness out of life. 

The chief of police was a kind man, and 
when he heard that a mission: doctor was 
visiting the city on his fortnightly healing 
tour, he sent for him to come and see 
the wounded prisoners. He had questioned 
Peach Bud a great deal, and was very 
sorry for the poor girl. He made up his 
mind to ask the doctor to take her back 
to his hospital. At first Peach Bud felt 
very frightened of the Foreign I-sang 
(“healer”), but he soon made her mind 
easy. 

“My child, tomorrow I will get coolies 
to come and carry you on a litter of boards 
and bamboo to my ‘Healing Home’ where 
every one will be very kind to you. We 
will do all we can to save you pain.” 

At last Peach Bud reached the hos- 
pital, but she was so sick that the doctor 
feared he could not save her life. He 
thought at first she must lose both her 
legs, but through skill and much earnest 
prayer she was happily spared that ter- 
rible shock. Gradually she began to mend, 
and her parents were summoned. Oh, how 
they rejoiced to be with their precious lit- 
tle daughter whom they never expected 
to see again! 

“When I come back I shall be able 
to teach you such a lot about Jesus now,” 
Peach Bud whispered. “Perhaps I can 
have a little school for children in our 
home, because no one will ever want to 
marry a lame girl.” 

Her parents thought that would be a 
splendid idea, and in their gratitude to 
God for saving their daughter’s life, they 
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gladly offered their home to start a little 
church. 

The girl who had once been the ban- 
dits’ captive is now “all out” to show her 
deep gratitude to God for sparing her life. 
She has become a real blessing to young 
and old in her village, and is a monument 
to God’s delivering power. 


WorTHING, Sussex, ENG. 
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Buddha's Birth Date 


A MISSIONARY who has served in 
Siam since 1924 and-who is now in 
America, Asher B. Case, writes the fol- 
lowing interesting comment on a note in 
the Survey of November 20, 1937: “Mr. 
Gordon speaks of the 2,964th anniversary 
of the birth of Buddha. I realize that 
there is difference of opinion as to when 
Buddha was born, but I believe the Chi- 
nese figure is hardly as accurate as the 
Cingalese and Siamese date, which places 
his birth at 622 B. C. and his death at 543 
B. C. Siam has as its state religion Bud- 
dhism, and it exists there in a purer form 
than anywhere else in the world. In fact, 
time is reckoned from Buddha’s death. I 
doubt if any other .country in the world 
uses the Buddhist era, but this year is 
2480 B. E. (Buddhist Era), 543 plus 1937. 
I am taking these figures from a New 
Buddhist Catechism printed in Bangkok, 
Siam.” 








The Young. People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











February 6. Many, Yet One. 1 Cor. 12: 12-27. 
(Christian Endeavor Day.) 





Sunday, January 30 
The Church Needs Us! 
(1 Cor. 12 : 28-31; 1 Tim 4: 12-16) 
(Beginning Christian Endeavor Week. 


Denominational Day) 





Mon.—To teach Christ’s little ones (John 


’ 21 : 15-17). 
Tues.—To live transformed lives (Rom. 12: 
1-3). 


Wed.—To carry Christ’s message abroad 
(Mark 16: 14-20). 

Thurs.—To serve with song (Psa. 79 : 13). 

Fri—To win men “one by one” (Acts 8: 
26-40). 

Sat.—To support its ministers (Phil. 4: 
10-19). 











HEN we considered, in our Young 

People’s Prayer Meeting last week, 
some of the reasons why we should give 
cur support to the church of Christ, one 
important reason was not given, and forms 
the topic of our prayer meeting this week. 
We need the church, but the church also 
needs us. 

The church needs us for one great rea- 
son that God has chosen to work through 
human agencies. It is conceivable that 
he could have proclaimed the Gospel by 
means of angels. But his Word tells us 
that he did not plan it so. He has chosen 
you and me to be his witnesses. This 
witnessing for him can best be accom- 
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plished through the organized channels of 
the church. We cannot all go to the 
uttermost parts. We are not all gifted as 
preachers or evangelists. But not one of 
us is so situated that he has nothing to 
contribute to the furthering of God’s work 
through the church. 
ve 

The church needs our spiritual support. 
No matter how weak or how faltering we 
may be, we may, by our courage, or ex- 
ample, or admonition, help some other 
Christian. It may be only a word of en- 
couragement or appreciation, or a word 
of sympathy or understanding. The church 
needs many to perform such little services, 
just as truly as it needs those to perform 
the seemingly more important duties. 

Or, God may have given us a voice 
that we may use to his honor and glory, 
singing his praises. Thousands have found 
new inspiration and courage from a mes- 
sage in song. We may not often learn of 
the help we have given, but we must trust 
our heavenly Father to use the talents that 
we lay upon his altar. 


se 


It may even be that we feel that we 
have no talents, no special qualifications 
to serve him in the church. Can we not 
pray? Surely, if ever, the church of Christ 
needs “pray-ers” today,— those who will 
be willing to spend and be spent at the 
Throne of Grace, interceding for those dif- 
ficult places and hard places at home and 
abroad. What would it mean to the life 
in your town or community, or to some 
far-off mission station, if every church had 
a band of those who regularly prayed for 
the spreading of the Gospel? 


ve 


The church needs our financial support. 
In times of economic depression, such as 
those through which we have been pass- 
ing recently, one of the first curtailments 
is often in our giving to the church. And 
what a tragedy it is when a Christian 
church, in order to meet legitimate ex- 
penses, resorts to high pressure appeals, 
or suppers, or bazaars. How much better 
is God’s way, through which believers 
tithe their incomes, no matter how small 
they may be, and support the work of the 
church as God directs. Thus the pastor 
and the official men of the church may be 
released from the burden of financial con- 
cern, and enabled to devote their whole 
energies to the spiritual building up of 
the church and the furtherance of the mis- 
sionary program. 


The church needs our moral support. 
As we found in last week’s prayer meet- 
ing, the church is often the only bulwark 
in the community and on the mission fron- 
tiers against organized vice and sin. Indi- 
viduals can do little in the face of highly 
organized evil, but banded together in 
Christ in the church, the weight and the 
influence of a number of Christians against 
evil is incalculable. To stand aside and 
merely approve is not enough. The Lord 
Jesus said, “He that is not with me is 
against me.” As -Christians we cannot 
afford to withhold our support from the 
church in those issues in which she has a 
right to raise her voice. It is true that 
the church’s first mission is to preach the 
Gospel and to witness for the Lord Jesus. 
But she has also a responsibility to take 
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American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut St. Philadelphia, Pa. 
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WANTED in the business office of a Chris- 
tian institution in rural district, 
a young man having knowledge of bookkeeping 
and general office routine. Stenography and typ- 
ing added advantage. Salary moderate ; room 
and board provided. In replying give full par- 
ticulars as to age, nationality, training, references, 
and enclose recent photograph. Address : 
INSTITUTE, P. O. Box 1550, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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TRIUMPHANT 
SERVICE SONGS 


EVIVE SPIRITUAL VITALITY in YOUR church 
during these troublesome times through 
SONG .... adopt the book that has made 
Spiritual History in over pert pos ao Amer- 
ica is singing again. . . an aining NEW 
INSPIRATIO . All hail the paver of SONGI 


TRIUMPHANT SERVICE SONGS meets every 
church need . . . contains 295 ‘average voice" 
songs, 40 new ones never before published in 
& book of this character—ideal for morning 
or evening worship, Junior Choir, Evangelis- 
tic service and special days. Complete or- 
chestration if desired. Green waterproof cloth 
binding, at only 40c each, bristol paper 25¢ 
each in lots of 100 (not prepaid). 


Ask about our YOUTH HYMNAL ... a book 
that meets the religious needs of youth today. 


@ We will gladly send examination copies to 


any minister, superintendent or committee 
member. Write us about your needs. 
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Suite 1362 - 28 E. Jackson Bivd., Chicago, Ill. 
Suite 732 ba 124 N. 15th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Look at winter's 
sunnier side 
from this friendly 
beachfront location 


Statistics show more than the 
average share of sunshine here. 
Golf is a year-round sport. The 
bracing salt air keeps a snow-free 


Boardwalk. 


Life is sunnier, too, within these 
Boardwalk hotels. There’s lots to 
do. Game rooms, squash courts, 
badminton, concerts. Entertain- 
ment. The rooms are bright and 
roomy. Comfortable seaside 
lounges. Health baths. Tempting, | 


wholesome food. | 


' 


LEEDS AND LIPPINCOTT COMPANY’ 


CHALFONTE- 
HADDON HALL 





ATLANTIC CITY 








In ordering goods, or in making énquiry' 
concerning anything advertised in this paper) 
you wili oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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her stand in those issues which affect her 
life and present pitfalls for her members, 
both young and old. 


Crowns and thrones may perish, 
Kingdoms rise and wane; 
But~the church of Jesus 
Constant will remain: 
Gates of hell can never 
’Gainst that church prevail; 
We have Christ’s own promise 
And that cannot fail. 


PHILADELPHIA, 





With the New Books 








Children’s Everyland Story-Sermons. 
By Hugh Thomson Kerr. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York City, $1.50.) The 
little ship Lorna sailed gaily into the Ni- 
agara River on the way to the canal leading 
from Tonawanda to New York City, but 
somehow the pilot missed the entrance and 
the little boat with its happy passengers 
headed straight for the gigantic Falls. A 
sudden gust of wind blew the ship on to 
a rocky reef not far from the Falls, thus 
preventing a tragedy. Dr. Kerr draws a 
striking lesson from this story, pointing out 
that “there is a way which seemeth right 
unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways 
of death,” and bringing home the question 
to each heart, “Who is your pilot?” Stories 
from many lands ilfustrate these brief talks 
for children by this well known preacher 
of junior sermons. From the bells of Beth- 
lehem, the bells of Big Ben and Big Tom 
in London, from leper children of India, 
little boys of England and Germany, and 
even a little old lady in a poorhouse, Dr. 
Kerr gets fine material for short talks to 
children. This latest book will be useful 
to pastors, teachers, and parents who de- 
sire to teach children Bible truths in a way 
to grip their attention. 


Spiritual Aloneness. By Dr. Max I. 
Reich. (Wm. B. Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., $1.) Repentance, like all deep spir- 
itual experiences, “is a lonely piece of busi- 
ness.” Dr, Reich presents the unlovely 
Jacob “left alone,” then wrestling long 
with the angel and coming away maimed 
for life, but transformed into a prince. He 
marks, too, the significance of the oft- 
repeated word “apart” in Zechariah’s strik- 
ing picture of the terrible ordeal of repent- 
ance to come upon “Hadadrimmon in the 
valley of Megiddon.” This fine collection 
of devotional studies by Dr. Reich receives 
its name from the first essay. No one who 
has listened to Dr. Reich needs to be told 
that here is something choice. Once a 
scholarly Jew sees in Jesus Christ “the true 
inwardness and goal of the religion of the 
Old Testament,” he has a message pe- 
culiarly appealing. The last two studies in 
this collection, “The Ideal Servant of Je- 
hovah,” and “The Fourfold Argument,” are 
such as only a theughtful Jew who has 
found in the Christian faith “fact, not fic- 
tion, miracle, not myth” can present. 


John Wesley’s Awakening. By James 
Richard Joy. (Methodist Book Concern, 
New York City, 50 cents.) No son of Brit- 
ain, Shakespeare excepted, has ever been 
the subject of so many books as Wesley. 
Why then another biography? Because 


of the call for a less expensive, compact, 
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and non-theological account of this great 
life than has yet appeared. So well has 
Mr. Joy succeeded in his effort that we 
wonder if we were ever before really ac- 
quainted with this handsome, auburn-haired 
young man who lived so exceptionally at 
home, school, and in colonial Georgia. 
Then comes that hour in Aldersgate which 
made English history, when the seeking 
heart was “strangely warmed” in newborn 
assurance. This was the seed from which 
Methodism was to grow and flower, with 
its doctrines, its order, its sublime singing, 
and its revivals. As we learn further of 
John’s incredible travels and labors, all re- 
corded in his fifty-year Journal, and as we 
compare the need of that age with this, 
we are led with the author to cry to God 
for a like awakening and awakener to be 
given to the world now. The book goes 
forth with the prayer that its younger 
readers will catch something’ of that 
heavenly flame which burned in and through 
the successor of Paul, Augustine, and 
Luther. 


The Secret of His Presence. By L. M. 
Bratcher, D.D. (Broadman Press, Nash- 
ville, Tenn., $1.50.) An intimate portrayal 
of one’s spiritual experiences and adven- 
tures may be more accurately biographical 
than a detailed account of dates and events. 
Even so, while Dr. Bratcher has only 
whetted our appetite for more detail as 
to his life in Brazil as missionary and 
executive of the Southern Baptist Board, 
he has most graciously allowed us intimate 
glimpses into the workings of the Holy 
Spirit both in his own life and in the lives 
of others. Each chapter sets forth a spe- 
cial treasure to be found only in the “Se- 
cret of His Presence.” The mere headings 
should woo-the hungry heart, Peace, Hope, 
Power, Comfort, Glory, Security, and 
others, each illustrated from his experi- 
ences. As Dr. Bratcher says, and many 
others have testified, the very nature of 
the missionary’s task seems to constitute a 
reason for occasional divine ministrations 
of an unusual sort; yet the rich treasures 
of the Father are for any of his children’ 
who will abandon dependence on self, en- 
tering confidently into and abiding in the 
secret place of the Most High. The way 
of the Lord with his own always makes a 
story more fascinating than romance. Dr. 
Bratcher’s book is such a narrative. 


On the Way to Emmaus. By Byron 
Nelson. (Augsburg Publishing House, Min- 
neapolis, Minn., $1.) What did the Lord 
Jesus say to the two who walked the Em- 
maus road with him on that memorable 
First Day? The record has it that he 
“opened to them the Scriptures,” that he 
explained how the Old Testament details 
were types and shadows that pointed to his 
own death and resurrection. Volumes have 
been written on this subject, but it is one 
thing to write a book and quite another 
to guarantee its reading. Mr. Nelson has 
departed from the usual methods of exe- 
gesis and, using his imagination, he has 
reconstructed that talk between the Lord 
and the two disciples. And as the reader 
joins the three, he will learn some sur- 
prising things,—that Israel’s wilderness 
camp was always in the shape of the Latin 
cross; that Christ died at the ninth hour 
of the fifteenth day of Nisan, the identical 
hour, day, and month on which the Pass- 
over lamb was slain each year, and many 
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other strangely significant events, which, 
as Paul tells us, “are an allegory.” Such 
a book, brief yet comprehensive, doctrinal 
yet intensely interesting, will help many a 
puzzled believer to answer that important 
question, “How may I know the Bible is 
God’s inspired Word?” 


Teaching Adults in the Sunday School. 
By Gaines S. Dobbins. (Broadman Press, 
Nashville, Tenn., 60 cents, cloth; 40 cents, 
paper. ) Adult Christian education is a 
pressing need. It cannot be assumed that 
mature people have learned all they need 
to know about the Bible. Professor Dob- 
bins has frankly met the need of giving 
simple but adequate instruction in adult 
class work. He has arranged the subject 
for training study purposes and in the 
.Southern Baptist Convention his work will 
be used as a textbook with credits for 
the completed work. 
ested in adult Bible classes wili find its 
teaching helpful. 


.The American Home and Character 
Trends. By George D. Beckwith. (George 
D. Beckwith, Gloversville, N. Y., $1.50.) 
How important is one’s home? And how 
may parents so order the home that it will 
be “a little heaven to go to Heaven in”? 
Such questions are of vital interest to sin- 
cere people everywhere, and Scout Execu- 
utive Beckwith has done a great service 
in devoting his keen mind and warm heart 
to their solution. First, he shows the home 
to be the place where children are taught 
the real objectives of body, soul, and spirit 
development, and where the father, through 
his own example of sacrificial love, proves 
worthy of his position as legislator and 
priest. The five functions of the home, 
biological, educational, moral, social, and 
religious are explained, and the fact brought 
forth that church and state conditions de- 
pend on this five-fold character of family 
life. The chapters on child training are 
especially fine, and the parent is taught 
how to make the home atmosphere that 
which will produce results in the children. 
There are some appalling statistics re- 
garding such menaces to the Christian 
home as the dance hall, the movie house, 
and the Sunday newspaper, and parents are 
shown how to guard against these evils by 
forming a genuine comradeship with their 
children. The preface has been written by 
Roger Babson. 


Why the Cross. By H. E. Guillebaud, 
M.A. (Inter-Varsity Fellowship of Evan- 
gelical Unions, London, England, two 
shillings and sixpence.) The central mean- 
ing of the cross is that there Christ died 
for our sins. The emphasis is on the word 
“for.” He died as our substitute, not as 
our example. Paul confessed, “I am cru- 
cified with Christ . . . who loved me and 
gave himself for me.” The substitutionary 
atonement made by the Lord Jesus for the 
sinner is openly challenged and disbelieved 
in these days. The cross is robbed of its 
true significance. But substitution is its 
only sensible meaning as the author proves 
from all Scripture. Such a testimony is 
most needed. Here is a sound, safe, in- 
telligent explanation of vicarious atone- 
ment. The main objections are disproved, 
and the truth is sensibly explained. 


Why South America. By the Rev. A. 


Stuart McNairn, F.R.G.S. (Marshall, Mor- 
gan and Scott, Ltd., London, England, two 


All who are inter-. 
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shillings and sixpence.) Although the 
American Continent has had the privilege 
of the Gospel for hundreds of years, yet 
in South America there are vast areas 
where unknown and unnumbered tribes 
have not been reached with Christianity. 
While the modern church has devoted its 
missionary efforts to other parts of the 
globe this particular section has been ne- 
glected. During the last century some 
sporadic Christian enterprises invaded the 
stronghold of paganism and Roman Cathol- 
icism, but the supreme effort was largely 
confined to coastal areas. The interior 
remained for the most part untouched. 
It was after the World Missionary Confer- 
ence held in Edinburgh in 1910, when it 
was found that that Conference did not 
include South America in its outlook on 
the unevangelized portions of the earth, 
that a committee was formed out of which 
grew the Evangelical Union of South 
America. This Union undertook to unite 
and strengthen the efforts of isolated Chris- 
tian workers in South America. Mr. Mc- 
Nairn not only explains how this is being 
done, but he has much fundamental infor- 
mation about various South American coun- 
tries. All interested in missions will wel- 
come this account of an advance into the 
remote and unreached parts of South 
America. 
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Thousands of Societies, and Clubs recommend the 
selling of SNAPON SANDALS (toe rubbers) as a 
quick means of raising funds. 

SNAPON SANDALS, made in one size only, fit 
all sizes of women’s shoes. So compact they can 
be carried in the purse. Sold for 40 cents. Un- 
usual profit to a Society. Write for our no money 
in advance, liberal profit plan. State.name of 
Society or Club. 

SNAPON RUBBER SHOE CoO. 


Box 104-A Watertown, Mass. 


GOSPEL TALKS 


Each with a surprise climax that penetrates 
the child’s heart. Try the method that attracts 
300 children to the author's church each 
Wednesday afternoon. Free Sample. 


ARNOLD CARL WESTPHAL, GREENSBURG, INDIANA 
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To have the restoration of Palestine so phenomenal— 

To have the building of Jerusalem so progressive— 

To have the wealth of the Dead Sea so a eagpmnne e 
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READ THIS TIMELY AND ATTENTION-HOLDING VOLUME 


THE JEW AND HIS MISSION 


(In New and Revised Edition) —By HENRY OSTROM, D.D., Author, Bible Teacher, and Evangelist 
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AN IMMEDIATE SUCCESS 


THE NEW LOOSE-LEAF EDITION 


SCOFIELD REFERENCE BIBLE 





Everyone is delighted with this new Bible. It is so easy to use, so light in weight, 

and. it looks es like a Bible in the usual binding. Start using a copy now and soon 
be to you, more truly than any other volume, ‘‘ My Own Bible.”’ 

No. 385X — Printed with brevier black-faced type, on the new ULTRATHIN Oxford 

India paper, with 250 ruled pages for ms. notes. 

leather lining, round corners, red under 


gold edges. Page size, $1 g 50 
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PRINTED ON . 
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INDIA PAPER 


EASY TO OPERATE—The, binding is 


unlocked simply 
by pushing a lever. 


LOOKS LIKE A BIBLE= Has rounded 


back and over- 
lapping cover. 


WIDE MARGINS—Hes 34 of an inch 


margin around type 
Page. 
250 LOOSE-LEAF PAGES 


Has 250 ruled loose-leaf pages for notes. 
Extra pages at a smail extra charge. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


January 24 to 30 


Mon.—Mark 2: 1-12. Healing and Forgiving. 
Prayer Succestions: “Thy sins be for- 
given thee ... Arise.” Barriers to divine 
blessings usually lie on our side of the 
door. Sins keep good things from us, The 
palsied man had to be forgiven before he 
could be blessed. Cutting off light rays 
makes a shadow. Unpardoned offenses 
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5000 Workers WANTED 
to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, Scrip- 
ture calendars, beautiful new KRYSTAL Plax 
and velvet Scripture mottoes, Scripture Greet- 
ing Cards. Good Commission. Send for free 
catalog and price list. 
ORGE W. NOBLE, Publisher 
Dept. 6-M Monon Bidg. CHICAGO, ILL. 
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leave the soul without blessing, and a 
good conscience and true blessedness are 
linked together. Pray for the Oriental 
Missionary Society, 900 North Hobart 
Boulevard, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Tues.—Matthew 6 : 5-8. God Knows Our Needs. 

Prayer Svuccestions: “Thy Father 
which seeth in secret.” God knows abso- 
lutely everything. This is a deep consola- 
tion. Divine omniscience sweeps Heaven, 
earth, and hell. Details of every life, like 
an illustration in an open book, lie open 
before the Lord. “There is not a word in 
my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thou knowest 
it altogether” (Psa. 139:4). God knows 
our needs. Pray for The League of Evan- 
gelical Students, 25 S. Forty-third Street, 
Philadelphia. 


Wed.—Psalm 23 : 1-6. God Supplies Every Need. 

Prayer SuGGEsTions: “I shall not want.” 
God gives lavishly. Even to the wicked 
he wrings out “the waters of a full cup.” 
His openhanded foving-kindness is extended 
to all. The righteous enjoy larger, richer 
blessings than sinners. “Sinner . . . is 
thy path of fading flowers half so good or 
sweet as ours?” Pray for New Testa- 
ment distributing agencies. 


Thurs.—Isaiah 55 : 1-7. 
Salvation Freely Offered. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Wine and milk 
without money and without price.” Sal- 
vation dearly bought by the bloodshedding 
of Christ is freely given to “whosoever 
will.” At the point to which sin has re- 
duced us the grace and mercy of God reach 
us. -When “hungry and thirsty” and “with- 
out strength’ he brought his free salva- 
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Let us send you 
a booklet entitled 
‘‘A Gift That 
wry Lives.” It tells you 
about the plan and 
how it works out. 


@ Maybe it merely supplements irregular 
earnings... Maybe it’s just the difference be- 
tween peace of mind and frequent worry... 
Maybe it’s all there is to protect old age... 


Y There are many situations in life which an An- 
¥g nuity Agreement of the American Bible Society 
can take care of successfully. 


It can be planned to provide for yourself, for a 
relative or a friend. And when once it is arranged 
there is no further bother. No coupons to clip— 
no papers to keep track of . . . Just accept the 
check which arrives at regular intervals. Such 
checks have been bringing comfort and peace of 
mind to thousands. And for over 90 years those 
checks have never failed, regardless of business 
conditions. 


Then too, there is a great personal satisfaction 
to every one who secures such an Annuity Agree- 
ment. For they help to extend the all-important, 
world-wide Bible ministry of the American Bible 
Society. ; 

MAIL THE COUPON TODAY 


| American Bible Society, Bible House, New York, N. Y. 
| Please send me, without obligation, your booklet $S-19 entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
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tion nigh, Pray for South Africa General 
Mission, 23 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn, 
Net 


Fri—Luke 7 : 36-48. Jesus Forgives a Sinner. 
Prayer Succestions: “Her sins, which 
are many, are forgiven.” Lovely woman- 
hood is being ruined by sin. The compas- 
sions of Christ are drawn out to the tens 
of thousands of feminine sinners in this 
time of general moral breakdown. Share 
rather Christ’s feelings toward marred and 
ruined womanhood than the Pharisaical 
condemnation. Call them to repentance. 
Pray for genuine repentance for millions 
of sinning women, 
Sat.—2 Timothy 1 : 7-14. 
God’s Purpose and Grace. 
Prayer Succestions: “According to his 


Own purpose and grace.” Back far enough. 


your salvation springs from God’s eternal 
purpose and grace. “O to grace how great 
a debtor!” Grace first contrived the way 
to save rebellious man. It marks all suc- 
cessive stages of its manifestations in time 
and eternity. Dwell upon God’s grace. 
Paul did. Moody by doing this became a 
soul-winner, and a mighty evangelist. Pray 
for another man of God who will command 
nation-wide attention to the Gospel. 


Sun.—Psalm 32:1-7. Deliverance from Sin. 

Prayer Succestions: “Transgression is 
forgiven .. . sin is covered.” -We got our- 
selves into sin; only Christ can get us free 
from its guilt and power. Sin, like honey, 
‘is sticky as well as sweet. At last its 
dregs must be wrung out of the tantaliz- 
ing cup. Satan serves his best wines first, 
and his wormwood and gall after that. Once 
in the pit of iniquity quicksands engulf the 
soul. Deliverance is in Christ alone. Pray 
for a nation-wide spiritual awakening. 
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is found once 


HE word “atonement” 

only in the New Testament (Rom. 
5:11). This index by subjects lists 76 
verses. in the New Testament under 27 
different subheads and couples Old Tes- 
tament verses showing that the atonement 
was foretold and that it was voluntary. 

e 

In addition to its 185 pages of subject 
indexing of the entire Bible, it contains 
much valuable information in a readily 
grasped arrangement, viz: 

Index to Four Gospels—5Y, pages. 

Chronological Index under 6 periods 
and showing dates for each event. 

Chronological systems (5) compared 
on principal Old Testament events. 

Books of New Testament Table shows 
author, where and when written. 

Books of Bible arranged as one con- 
nected history under ten periods. 

Harmony of Gospels—Robinson’s, 514 
pages. 

Parables and Miracles in alphabetical 
order. 

Table of Hebrew Times and Festivals. 

Table of Hebrew weights, measures and 
money with American equivalents. 


8 full page Maps of unusual value and 
several other equally valuable features. 


‘SPECIAL 
GIFT OFFER 
Intreduc tory | 
Subscriptions 
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The answer may be found in the very 
useful book described below: 


The Bible Text Book 


classifies the Bible verses by subjects, as 
shown by what it includes under ‘Atone- 
ment.” This is just one of the 291 
subjects to be found under the letter “A” 
alone, in this alphabetical subject index 
of the entire Bible. 





BIBLE Tae mined 





centinuance in es... 1:6. 


a —— in death 2:6; Heb. 9:12; Rev. 


ve diligence to attain, 2 Pet. i: i 11. 
ewe maintain, Heb. 3:14, 18. 6 
confident hope in God restores, Psa. 42:11. 


il. 
saints rejoice in God for, Rom. 5:11. 


Gen. 11:2; of Asshur, 1 
—o 2 Kings 19: 37. 
KINGS 

Pul, 2 kings 15:19, 20. 
Tigiath Pilezer, 2 ae 15:29; 16:9. 
Shalmanezer, 2 Kings 17:3-6, "1. a 
Sennacherib, 2 Kings 18: pane his army mi- 
raculously destroyed, 2 Kings 19:35. 
fall of, illustrated, Ezek. 31:3-17. 
prophecies ——- Num. 24:22; Isa. 8; 

10: 12-19; 14:24; 30:31; 31:8; Hos. l:ll32 

Zech. 10: io, 11. * 
na —_ = blessings of gospel, Isa. 19:23- 

ASTROLOGERS Chald their inability, Isa. 
47:13 ;.Dan. x 4:7; rt ” 

ASYNCRITUS, disciple, _ 16:14. 

ATAEL, threshing-floor of. See ABEL-MIZRAIM. 

ATHALIAH, a 2 Kings 8:26, seizes the gov- 
ernment of Judah, and destroys the royal 

family, 2 Kings 11:4; 2 Chron. 22:10. 
slain by Jehoiada, 2 Kings 11:16; 2 Chron. 23. § 

ATHEISTS, DENY the being of God, Job 18:21 ; 

Psa. 14: i: 36:1; §3:1; Prov. 30:9, 

his providence, "Job “a aa 22:13; 34:9; Psa. $ Kings, 14:21; 
10:11; 73:11; 78:19; 1} invades the priest’s office, 2 Chr. a 16. 
—> "his works, Exod. "5: 2; Job 31:28; Tit. — with leprosy, 2 Kings 15: 


26:20. 
—* Paul preaches at, Acts 17:15; 1 Thea. § ——-, prophet, exhorts Asa, 2 Chron. 15. 
, others, 1 Chron. 27 : 25; 2 Chron. 26: 


, with Heb. 9 

under the law. E Exod. 29: ~o 30; Lev. 1, etc. 
f annual-day of, “a. Bm Se 

made the plag 


mw AVEN, Ezek. 3 30:17; Hos. 10:8; Amos 1:5. 
AVENGER of blood, deliverance from, 


. Rom. "13: 4;1 
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AWL, Exod. 21:6; Deut. 15:17. 
AXE,: judg. S 48; 2 Sem. 13: 20; 1 Kings 6: 
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NEMI N A Xp ined, Rom. 5: 8-11; 2 Cor. 

5:18, 19; Gal. 1:4; 1 John 2:2; 4:10, 
foreoriiained, ,,Rom. 3:25 (margin); 1 Pet. 1:11, 4 
foretold, Jsa. 53°4-6, 8-12; Dan. 9:24-27; Zech. 

13:1, 7; John 11:50, 51, by Nebuchadnezzar, Jer. 34:7. 
effected by Christ alone, John 1:29, 36; Acts # em t, Neh. 11:30. 

= hn 3: Po 1:10; 1 Tim. 2: ‘5, 6; Heb. #AZOTUS (Ashdod), Acts 8:40. 

t. 2:21 
was voluntary, Psa. 40:6-8, with Heb. 10:5-9; 4 B. 

John 10:11, 35, 17, 18. 

EXHIBITS THE grace and mercy of God, + anes BAA. Any ery Num. 22:41; Judg. 2 

8:32; Eph. 2:4, 5,7; 1 Tim. 2:4; Heb. 2 8:33; 1 Kings 16 : 32; 18: 26; 2 Kings 1%: 

love of Goa, Rom. 5:8; 1 John 4: 9, 10, 
love of Christ, John 15: 13; Gal. 2:20; Eph. 5:2, 4 Hos. 2:8: 13:1, ete. 
; Rev. 1:5. & a — rae 
reconciles the justice and mercy of God, Isa. ¥- 

45:21; Rom. 3:25, 26. 3 
necessity for, Isa. 59:16; Luke 19:10; Heb. 9:22. by Josiah, 2 Kings 23: 4; 2 Chron. 34:4, 
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